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Abstract

An excavation, consisting of five small trenches, was undertaken on Tarbet Isle in October 2014 on beha
public throughmembers of theClanMacFarlaneTimothy Pont had depicted astle on the islanadn his map
of the late16™ century and a survey of the islaha@didentified thefootingsof a rectilinear structure. The
excavations revealed the remains of a tvammed, rapezoidalshaped drystone structure. The north room
contained a burnt layer of coal and wood ashggestinghe presence o hearth. Several pottery sherds and
coindatingto the 17" centurywere found,and it is thoughthat the structure wasoccupiedin the 17" & 18"
centuries The islandnay have beemised for storage, or as lookout for theClanMacfarlane so that they coulg
control movement up the loclor watching other activities on the lochside perhassisting them in the
extractionof a ley. Pont@mapdepicting a castle on the islansithereforethrough to be aresult ofconfusion
with Inveuglas Castléurther north.

A single pottery sherd belonging tdaxge flat-rimmed bucket urn was also found within rubble debris. This
may have been used to bury creredthuman bonen theisland in about 1500 to 1000 BC. A cairn of stoneg
over the urn may have been disturbed for the construction of th& a@ntury building.

Additional work includedhe creation of a digital photographic record of four boakstainingdocuments and
commentheld in the W H Hill Collectiogs K S w2 & f CI Odzf { &Gla&dow)t TRESOuMS | 3
relatedto Clan Macfarlane historgnd wereundertaken by the clan chief and antiquarian Walter Macfarlane
(c.16991767)
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Plate 1:Tarbet Isle from the shore
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1. Introduction

1.1

Tarbet Isle is one of the3Znamed islands in Loch Lomoaid lies within thd.och Lomond and Trossachs
National ParkFour trencheswere excavatedcross a small structure located on Tarbet Isle tnedworkwas
funded by Peter McFarlin and Preston McFarland from the U BhA.excavation involved members of the local
archaeological communitgnd took place over ningays betweerOctober 14 and 24" 2014.

Project background

1.2

Peter McFarlicommissionedNorthlight Heritage to undertake an exploratory excavation on a small island off
Tarbet wherethe low stone foundations of a structure were just visible on the surfatdRSNN30NW22).

The islandvas part ofthe former ClanMacfarlane estat until the 18 century and the aim of the project was

to explorethe Macfarlane heritage The site was fst identified by Fiona Baker duringsarvey of the islands in
Loch LomondFirat 1997) The visible remains on the islaodnsisted of two-roomedtrapezoidaishaped
structure which survived as low, grass covebpadks It was thought thathis structurewas likely to be a late
medieval stronghold or island dwellinghich documentary sources have linked to flan Macfarlane. The
islandis not Scheduled by Historic Scotland.

In 1996 there were mature trees and sedge on the is|aonthe of which were growing within the building and
over the walls. Subsequent visits to the island in 2013 and 2014 have ascertained th@reaisingle oakree
growing within the structure, while elsewhere on the island there are about 20%edspine and hollytrees
(Firat 1997, 148).

Permission to excavate was granted by the amder, the Luss Estates'he island lies within thieoch Lomond
and Tossachs National Padndsothe Park Authority requested thadhe nestingbirdsnot be disturbed that

the number of people on thesiandbe restricted to six and thathe sitebe restored to its previous appearance
following the excavationPermission was also granted to rem@eee which was growing in theiddle of the
structure. Hugh MBrien from the West of Scotland Archaeol@&grvice advisedn the size and location of the
trenches.The excavationgere undertaken inOctober 2014 sthat the nesting birds would not be disturbed
and the midges would have died away.

2. Location, Geology and Topography

2.1

Tarbet Isle idocated in the northern part of Lodbomond where the loch narrows (NGRY 3288 0540see
Figure ). The locthere is deep and shelveteeply away from the islanalthough the loch bottom is less than
10m deep between the island and the nearby western shdhe local geology Beinn Bheula Schist
Formation Psammite and Pelite) (British Geological Survey
http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.htiiThe superficial depdts are not recorded.

The islands a rock outcrop anthe highest poinisin the east where the schist bedrck rises to dew metres
abovethe levelof the loch.The structure is locatedn a slight platformmand the ground drops away to the west
towards afairly flat area. The level of the water in the loch is higher thdras been in the pasind there is
evidene@ oferosionat the edgef the island where tree roots have been exposed.


http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html

Map source: 05 OpenCata™ Ordnance Sutvey dotn © Crown copynipht and dotobese nght (2011)
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Mop sogrees: 05 OperDato™ Ovenance Survey doto
© Crown copyripht and database Mpht (2011)
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3. Archaeological and Historical Context

3.1 Historical background

The areaaround Loch Lomond formed the territory of tineedieval Earldom of Lenngandthe Clan

Macfarlaneoccupied the northwestern shore of the locfrom at least the early 1% century. An early charter

recordsthat Gilchrist, a younger son of the Earl of Lennveas granted the lands and baronyAfrochar

between 1225 and 1238nd hencéorward the lands became known &8! NNE2 OK | NJ. ladiu@ed with OK NR& & G Q
these lands wer¢he islands ofElanvow, EM @ y2 6% 9f | Yy NRdzaf | & L3NRthé&sbded 3Q odal C
suggested thain the 1300sTarbet Islevascalled'BlaigXFirat 1997, 146)TheClan Macfarlan@ame isderived

from the name ofGilchris®@ grandsonParlaneln 1263 King Hakon of Norway sent 60 ships up Loch Long to

harass the Scots. The party of Vikiagsg Hebrideansiraggedtheir boats across the isthmus between Arrochar

and Tarbet and then led a surprise attack on the inhabitants of Loch Lomond (Fraser 1889, 87

By the 16 century, the MacFarlanes had their main resideraethe island ofnveruglas (Fraser 1869, 69his
residence was substantigimortar-bonded sandstone castlevith a Zplan characteristic of the 1% century.
The antiquarian William Macfarlane gave a date of 1592 for the castle on Inve(HglaSollection)although
this may have referred tthe construction of the towers athe main part of this castlemay have been
considerably oldefpers comm Fiona Bakel) more domestic residenagith outbuildings vasbuilt on Island |
Vow (Elan Vhow)by Andrew Macfarlane, the laird of Arrochar 1577(Fraser 1869, 78Flan feuds, cattle

N} ARAY3 YR Wol yRAGNEQ 5 S R@ntuFyland KISe a ® DF ¥ Y LIHiOES | RHINING I
more passive role of supplying and receiving stolen goods from some of the MacGregs giuupad settled
Ay (K G I 48®Bith 2002). W KigcRaRlafies, in particular, feuded with the neighboGotguhours of
Lussand in 1592 were accusdgderhaps unfairlypf being involvedn the murder of Humphrey Colquhoun
(JohnsorSmith 2002).

Between Octoberl653 and May 1654 NB Y¢St f Qa (NP2 LJA d&aiBe ofthe supmddthel y G K S
Macfarlane chief gave to the crovand InveruglasCastle (and the Macfarlane house at Clattochmore) were

destroyed. The Macfarlanes-tecupied Island | Vow arden in 1697 constructed a new house at Inverioch or

New Tarbet in Arrochar. Other significant structures at this time includghia mill at Porchaibleyear

Inveruglasand analmshousd &/ NB I 3 lisiarid K\aeINkinsosB@ith R02)The rallyi place of

the MacFarlanes was in the hills to the west, on the shores of Locha®lese there was a settlement thatas

flooded by the construction of the Loch Sloy dam1950(see Figure 1).

The continuation of political unrest after the restoratiof the crownmeant that there was a need to maintain
soldiers in the areanl1689the MacFarlanechiefsupporied a regiment, at his own expense, to guard and
secure the pass between Arrochar and Tarbet (Whyte 1988, 9)klahalso utilised their mildry control of the
area to levy fees from those bringing cattle along the increasingly important drove road through their lands
(JohnsorSmith 2002).

Althoughthey supportedthe Jacobite caus¢here is no evidence that the Macfarlantk part in either of
the uprisings in 1715 or 174%he later 18" century saw theClan Macfarlanehiefs attempt to introduce
commercial practices to the estate, with the introduction of large sheep farms and the reduction of joint
tenancy farmsteadddowever, like many other Highland chiefs, the MacFadaiver-extended themselves
financiallyandwere declared bankruptith the estatebeingsold in 1784.

3.2 Historic Maps

Timothyt 2 y (i Qa Y I y dzia O NJX Li&entdry pradvidez Eonténip@ry depiciioh of the significant
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castles and houses of the period, as well as the names of some of the islands in Loch ltothghd. Q& Y I LJ 6 b 2
MTY [20K [2Y2YR0O RSLIAOGA wet S ¢SNDSNabedoddddawBwWwSR o6& |
annex to one siddsee Figure 2} 2 y (i Q& | O O 2ty Ndl-1ydéskripesTarbefvéryibriefly as pair of

lenthwithwood® 4SS CA3IdzNBE o0 @ ¢ KA a leNGvdhibldis aimasireobdisiarBdNFhe Wo 2 ¢ & K
text mentions a wood but, surprisingly, no structure (d&tional Library of Scotlartdanscripts).On the

mainlandnearby, Pont depicts a structu@l f £ SR W/ ,wkbich Bthought-td\t&elr thldh@se belongig

to the Macfarlanes at ClattochmorgNN30SW i1seealsoJames 2014hy Y2 i KSNJ 2F t 2y G Qa YI L
[ 20KE [20K [2y3 FyR 1 2tfé& [20K0 | &aAay3atS aidNUzOGdzNBE OF ¢
shore, if not actually on the shore.

Figure 2L.och Lomonddy Pont (17RSLIA OG Ay 3 | & (G NIOE)dzNB 2y WwWet S ¢

,.,.\,

- i R R P KRS R
;,’ o _yltn 72&80?.& AJ*’,' of /«ng ) P

Figure3: Ponta R S a ONXR LJ( A 2 ylLoch Eomghd SnNiheSyNdk S NR NI W
(Sehttp://Imaps.nls.uk/pont/texts/transcripts/ponttext150:.51r.html.)

b2 a0NHzZOGdZNBA | NB RSLIA Of 8 Ritarg Survély Maled t6 thé mid8y/céntugyFor ¢ 1 Nb | i Q
on the T edition 6inch OS map of Argylishire (surveyi&50).

3.3 Archaeological Survey

A survey of all the islands in Loch Lomond wadeutaken in 1996 andhe remains of a structure were
recordedon Tarbet Isle. The structure wdescribed as two-roomeddrystone building measuring 14m north
to south by 5.5m east to west. The walls were giemgered banks standing to a maximum heighOdm and
0.8m thick, possibly on an artificially created platform. The long walls were not quite parallsbdoined a
structure which was trapezoidal in shape with an entrance on the edst sorth of the dividing wall. A semi
circular featurewag’ 2 G SR 2y CA NJ (i Qgast af dadlIrShirdRir@t 1997 K1869)a 2 dzii K
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Subsequent visits to the island in 2048 Peter McFarlin anoh 2014 byHeather Jameascertained theravasa
single oak tree growing within the structure, while elsewheretloa island therewere about 20 trees (oak and
Scotspine), some of which had died

Plate2: The structureon Tarbet Isldookingsouthin 2014

4. Summary Objectives

The primary research questiogsiding the work were:

1 What has been the effedf the tree roots on the archaeological remains?
1 Whatis the maximum depth of the archaeological deposits on the island?
1 Whatarethe character and date of deposits on the island?

Secondary research questiomeluded:

1 What function was served by the twoomsor areas in the structure s thereevidence fora hearth
andare there artefacts? What do the surviving deposits tell us about the function of the structure?

1 Can the semcircular feature be identified? What function didserve?

1 Is there any evidence for other structures on the island? Is there a surrounding wall? Are there other
timber buildings?

1 Is there any evidence for earlier use of the island? Is there evidence for prehistoric features?

5. Methodology

All excavatiorwasdone by hand and trenchegere backfilled to the preexcavation level at the end of the
excavation. Alhrchaeological featuresere planned, photographed and recorded usimig-forma record
sheets and digital photography. Plans and sectisase drawnat a scale of 1:10 and 1:20 as appropriate. Bulk

10
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sampleswvere taken of archaeological deposits thaad potential for artefacts or macroplanemains Ahand

drawn offset plan of the sitevasundertaken in order tdocate the trenches.

In order to prevent damage to the trees, root@re only cut if they were less than 2.5cm in diameter or could
be traced back to a dead treBermission was granted by the LLTNP and the Luss Estates to rifracusgle

oak tree growing within the structey but this wasnot managed within the time available.

Plate3: General view of the excavation from the west.

—

- -
- (oas) B B[ Trench1
[ [ 4
;o {071) ~
o M _—J Trench 3

=~ Trencha| |
Tarbet Isle |
/. ! | TrenchS "_EJ

Trench2 [ B —~ |
L

(061)

Figure4: Location of the trenchgsutline of the island based on the plan by Firat 1997).
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6. Results

6.1Trench 1(see Figured & 5)

Trench Imeasuredém long 1.5m wide andvasaligned eadtwest across the northerroom of the structure.

Wall (045) in the westonsisted ofip to two roughcourses of roundedand angular boulders angtonesand
measuredd.3m high and 0i& wide (seePlate4). Wall (041)n the east wa®f a similar constructioand alsoa
single course0.25m highand 0.75m wide(seePlate 5). The drystone walls (045) and (041) were 3.5m apart at
this point.

Plate4: Trench 1 looking ee-lst,al\lr (045) in theforeground

12
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Bedrock waseenat a depth of 0.3m below the surfaeéthin asmallsondage in the centre of th&tructure
(see Plate 6)There was a thin layer of light grey gritty clay (048) lyimpédiately above the bedrock which
was between 0.0 and 0.04m deeplLayer (048yvas sealed by a layer of miown/grey peaty silt with some
gravel (043)which was about 0.15m deep. Layer (043) abutted the innerddeell (045) in the west, but its
extent was not fully excavated in the eastayer (043jormed a fairly level surface which rose slightly towards
the walls It contained charcoal from mixed woodlaadd a single very worn nut shell (see AppendixBbth
walls were abuttedn either sideby angular andounded stones (046, 047, 04@&d051) (see Figure 6 No
foundation cuts for the construction of the walls werbserved

There was a thin layer of coal andarcoal(044) wthin the interior of the structurdgo a depth of0.4m This
darklayersealed the peaty laygf43) andthe stones (047) an{D51).The dark laye(044) did not extend
beyond the wallsThe charcoal was derived from both deciduous and coniferous woodlandarsisted of
fairly large pieces of young, unabrademdind-wood twigs (see Appendix 4).thin layer of dark grey greasy silt
(042) (similar in texture, but slightly lighter in colour to layer (04&aled the stones (047) ohewest sideand
this also was confinetdb the area enclosed bthe wall (045) These layers were all sealed by a layer of mid
brown turf and roots (040) which was 0.05m to 0.10m deep.

Tree

—_— S —— - ﬁ.._’_
|

P A o i USSR = S 1 1,051',"{
: =4 (043) ¢

|
. 4 Yy | N
! B, e {0a7) ) {Oag)._Jf ‘
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|* : (045) -\

| \ a
| : \ {

(036) ‘__"_7 l ST, % (R N

TR Ll v TP —— oo i NI
W E
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— o (042) P S |
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(046)"% ( coale " T by

i ' ) lasl (051) (050)
9 47) ; N
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Key

I Roots

- Black deposit

Bedrock 0 — — 2m
Figure 5: Trench: plan and section
Finds

A flat spadeor shovellike iron object (SF9) was found on the surface of layer (043) (see Plate 7). Layer (043)
also produced two pieces of flint (SRi@s a probable gun flirind one unnumbered undiagnostigiece), a

clay pipe stem fragmerdnd a tiny fragment ofnedievalpottery (possibly from a jug with a lead glafeym the
sample Twosherds of 1‘?-century pottery (SF6) were found within the tumble outside the west wall (046). The
uppermost layer (040) contained a sherd of green bottle glass and a qua#dz flak

13
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Plate6: Trench 1 layers (040) and (044) removedonto layer (043) and sondage onto bedrock

Plate7: Iron object, possiblgpadeor shovel SP.

Root disturbance

A rowan tree saplingrewon top of wall (041) and its rootsad penetrated the tumble (051), but not the wall
(041). The tumble (049), outside the structure to the eastsalso penetrated by tree roots. Ate west endof
the trencha large tree root penetrated the tumble (046). The middle of the trench was lafrgel\of tree
roots.

Interpretation

Trench lextended across the northern rogmwhichrevealed that the structure measure215m wide internally.
The deposits within the northern roofay 0.3m deepabovebedrock and lhe thin basaldeposit(048)consisted
of weathered bedrockAlthough the basgof the walls(041) and (045)vere not reached within the trenchit is
likely that they were built on top of the weathered bedrocktbere was no evidence for a prepared platform in

14
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this trench. The walls (041) ari@45)were of very similar build and tie was nothingo suggest they were not
contemporary.The surface ofayer(043) probablyepresentedthe old floor surfaceassociated with the use of
the structure,upon which thebrokenspadeor shoveland gun flintwere deposited.There were no other
structural features, such as a hearth, dividing walls or paved floor surfaces within the structure.

It is thought likely that the building was constructed over weathered bedrock and the internal lay@{@i#3
up as a result of laying turf or earth within the structureléoel up thefloor. This practice has been observed
on medieval sites in Scotland and in Séaadia. The numerous stones in the vicinititiod walls argorobably
debris from the wallss they collapsed and became embedded in the floor deposits

Layer (044) was thin, butdistinct, residueof burning whichcontained coal as well asixed charcoal The

fresh unabraded nature of the charcoal and its large size has suggested that i fairly modern date
althoughthis conditioncould alsdbe a result of the site beinfgirly undisturbed Fir trees were generally not
introduced until the 18 century, apart from the silver fir which was introduced in thd' Téntury.

Unfortunately, the charcoal of silver fir cannot be differentiated from othefTfie presence of coallso

indicates that itincludesrake-out from a hearthrather than being the remains of a burnt thatched roof and turf
walls. The fact that th deposit(044) was confined within theallswould also support this interpretatigras

the ash from a burnt building would have spread beyonddbefines of thewalls.

Thefull extent of tumblel stonesin the vicinity of the wallgvas not ascertainetbecause of the limited extent
of the trenches, but the relatively small amount of stones would suggest that/gte were originallyonly a
few courses high. This would have formed a solid base for a timber superstractdterf walls as suggested
by Fona Baker (Firat 1997The lack of mortar and sandstonkearlyargue againsthe structurehaving beera
medieval castle or other significahuilding

After the abandonment of the structur@ moderately thick turind vegetatiorlayer built up overhe walls
and burnt floor deposit. Thre was significant disturbanad the tumbleby tree roots as theyfound the easiest
route was between the loose stones rathdran through then situwalls However the proximityof the roots

to the walls posea threat to theintegrity of the wallsshould the treesdlow down and the treébowls be
uprooted.

6.2 Trench Zsee Figures 4 & 6)

Trench 2measured4.2m longand 1m wide and was aligned nortbouth across the southern roo(see Plate
8). A subsequenshallowextension to the wesimeasured2.5m long and 1.5m widésee Figure 6)The outer
drystone wall of the structure (005) was 0.65m wated 0.45m highand consised of up to three roughcourses
of large angular and rounded stonescluling one large quartz bouldefhe inner drystone wall (002) was
0.75m wide 0.5m highand consisted othree or four rough courses aimilarsizedstones.The two wallsvere
not parallelso that the southernroom was irregular in shapeneasuring2.5m wide andetween 1.5m and
1.6m long

Bedrock was revealed at a depth of 0.6m below the surface wétsmall sondage dug against the southern
face of wall (002jsee Plate 9)Within the sondagehe bedrock sloped steeply away towards the south.

A series of deposits filled the southern room. The layer immediately above bedrock was dark brown gritty silt
(011)which was 0.15m deep. This layer continued beneedli (002) and therefore preated the structure.

Layer (011) contained small amounfsnoixed deciduous wood charcoal and a carbonised bramble seed (see
Appendix 4)Layer (011) was sealed by a 0.18eep layerof mid-brown gritty silt (013/009)Layer (01809)

was sealed by a distinctive layer of orange brown silty sand and stones (Bit?)was 0.10m deep. Both layers
(013009) and (012 abutted wall (002]see Figure 6)These layers were sealed by a deposit of angular and

15
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rounded stones (003) which extended for a distance of 0.5m from the wall (002) and merged with a layer of
grey-brown silt (006) which contained a few large angular stones. Layer 006 abutted the outer wall (005).

Plate8:; Trench2: wall (002) n the foreground, looking soutlest

To the south of wall (005)he ground sloped away steeply towardé 8 & | (i Sawihe dépBsiosed
here consisted of midbrown silt and stones (0073ee Plate 10)To the north of wall (002yvithin the northern
room, the deposits werexcavatedo a depth of 0.4nand consisted obrange brown silt and stones (008)
which was ®5m deepand grey brown silt (004) which was 0.08m deep. All thesesitpwere sealed by turf
(001)which was up to 0.10m deep.

An extension to the trench was dug to a depth of a few centimetres, enough to reveal the junction of the inner
wall (002)and the western wall (010). Wall (010) was 1.0m wide, but its height was not investigated (see Plate
11). It was clear that the inner wall (002)udted the outer wall (010) and therefore wall (002puld have been

a secondary insertion.

The ground slope steeply away towards the shote the south and also to the westvhere it formeda lower
terrace.

Finds

No finds were retrieved from deposits (011, 013/009, 008,004, 007 and 012). Layer (003) containedcd sherd
clear vessel glass. Layer (006) contained a sherd of thick clear glass (possibly window glass), a sherd of green
bottle glass, a lump of coal and a thin metal lid. All these finds a{?edrgzdh-century in date.

The uppermost layer (001) containstlerds ofa medievapottery handle (SF12, see Plate 12), Q-t@ntury

clay pipe bowl (SF1, see Plate 13), two sherds of modern white ceramic, three sherds of clear vessel glass, a
sherd of green bottle glass (which joined with the glass sherd from (@@6) and a fragment of a butchered

rib bone. Apart from the pottery handlall these finds are 1921° century in dateThe handldormed rim

neck and strap handiigom a small thinly potted juin a buff coloured sandy fabria. 13" or 14‘h-centurydate
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has been suggested for the handle although it is very worn and could perhaps be later (pers comm. G
Haggarty).
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Figure 6: Trench: plan and section
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Plate10: Trench 2the outerwall (005) from the west
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Plate11: Trenches 2 and:vall (010) in linewith wall (071).

Plate 12 Trench 2a 13"- or 14th-century pottery handle (SF12 from context (001)).
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'

Plate13: Trench 2a 19"-centuryclay pipemade in Glasgow (SF1).

Interpretation

Bedrock wabservedat a depth 0f0.6min Trench Zcompared t00.3m deep in Trench)1 This indicatethat,
beneath the structure, the bedrocllopes awaytowards the water and supports the suggestion that a platform
had been createdh this areaupon which the structure was builT heshort southern wall (005) was similar in
build to the two long walls of the structure (045 and 04&¢nin Trench land arepresumably contemporary
Wall (002)had beeninsertedinto the structureto actasadividing wall Very little of the interior deposits were
excavated and so it is not cleahat length of time elapsed between the original building's construction and
the insertion of the dividing wallA small amount ofumble was seen in the vicinitf walls (002) and (005)
which isconsistent with the walls originallyaving beeronly a few courses higlt.is presumed unlikely that
stones would have been removed from the island for building elsewhere, although this is possible.

Layer (011) clearly praated the internal dividing wabut, unfortunately, this layer did not contain any datable
artefacts ad there was not time to examine its relationship to the outer wallsweverit is likely to have
consisted of redeposited material brought in teeate a level building platform.

Again it was difficult to be certain about thelationships between thenternal deposits and the wall§he
layers (008), (013) and (012) all appeared to abut the wall (88#¢h would suggest that they had
accumulated after the wall was built. Howeytre similarcharacterof the deposits (008) and (012) &ither
side d the wall (002) mighsuggest that the wall (002) had beeanstructedafter these layers were deposited
although no foundation cut was seen

It is probabé that the surface (012/009) formed th#oor of the southern roomprobably created out of beate
earth. There were no findérom this surface which would suggestfitgction.

Layer (008) may have formed a floor in the northern rodimere vere no deposis within Trench Zimilar to
the burntlayer(044)in Trench 1which indicates that thareaof rake out did not exten@cross the whole of
the northern room but was probably restricted to the vicinity afhearth.

Theuppermostlayers(004, 003, 006007and 001) were interpreted gzost-abandonmenttumble and turf

depositsdatingto the 19" to 21% centuries.The finds do suggedtowever that some probably informal

seasonal occupation of the sifsuch as campingyas taking place throughout the modern periotihe

presence of the 3‘“/14‘“—century pottery handle within the topsoil may lzeresult of some disturbance of

earlier deposits. It should be noted here that a rid" century pottery sherd was foung S NJ G KS ¢ (1 SNXQ&
by a visitor prior to these excavations taking plagosion of theisland RSLI2 A G a I Gslikek S & G SN
to leaveartefacts on a surface which may become exposed when the loch level is low.
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6.3 Trench 3see Figures 4 and 7)

Trench 3 was 2.2m lorand 1.0m wide and was located across the east wall of the strucindmalsoacross a
slight outer bankwhich was initially thought to be an abuttimgall. Thedrystonewall (061) measured 0.75m
wide and consisted of three courses of stones 0.50m.Higtrock was seen at a depth ofily 0.18mbelow
the surface droppingawaysteeplytowards the wes{(beneath the structurg to at least 0.45m deeplhe basal
layerabove bedrockvas light grey gritty gravel (063) a depth of 0.40nmbelow the surfacelLayer (063)
contained mixed woodland charcoal similar to that from the other samples with the addition lgfdrad one
carbonised dock seadhichis admittedly very slight evidence for scrub cleara(sae Appendix 4A single
small fragment of unidentifiable calcined bone was also found in the sample from layer\(@8Bj061) was
constructedon top of layen(063) Sealing layer (063) and abutting the wall (061) wagaificant deposiof
looseangular and rounded stones (062) of similar size to the stones in the wall(§&&lPlate 14)These
stones extended across the whole trench to a depth of betw@ed®m to 0.30m. Alliese layers were sealed
by a layer ofturf and roots (060) which was about 0.1@aep.

Key
=] Bedrock
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Figure 7: Trench: lan and section
Finds

The only finds from this trench werevary corrodedcoin (SF7) and a sherd adarse, handmadepottery (SB)
from the stones (062). The coin is a Scottish turner (2d) of the 1640660s issues, corroded as a result of the
acidic soilpers comm Donal@®eson). The pottery was identified as a shera d¢dirge flat-rimmed bucket urn,
possibly used to bury a cremation and dating to abds00 to 1000 BGérs comm.AlisonSheridai.

Interpretation

Wall (061) contiuedthe line ofwall (041) in Trench, andtogetherthey formed part of thelong, straight east

wall of the structure. The stones (062) were interpretadhe fieldas tumble from the wallequivalent to the
tumble (049) in Trench IThis would suggest that there was considerably more tumble in this vicinity than
elsewhere around the structure.

The single sherd of prehistoric potterydasunique find from the islandt is unlikely that it was brought to the
island as a single sheahd so itmay beevidence for burial on the island in tt28% or 3¢ millennium BQindthe
discovery of a single piece of calcined bone fund would be consistent with a disturbed crematiomwithiral
anurn

The coinis likely to haverickled down though the loose stoneat any time after the mid17" century The coin
does not therefore securely date the deposition of the tumlidat does provide further tangible evidence for
activity on the island in the 7century.

6.4 Trench 4see Figures 4 &)

Trench4 measured ®m long and 10m wide andwas aligned nortfsouth. The trench as located across
lower terrace to the west of the structure in order to examine the depds#gondthe visible remaindt was
dug to a depth of between 0.10m and 0.15m. Outcropping bedrockolvasrvedat a depth of only 0.06m
below the surface in the eastern side of the treraatd at 0.45m in a sondagat the northern end

A fairly homogenous deposit of miztown silt (O21) across the trenchwvasdisturbed by several tree roots
some of which were burnfsee Plate 15)At the southern end of the trendere wasa roughly circular patch
of very dark brown silt (022yhich was0.05m deep(see Plate 16) ayers (021) and (O2%ere sealed byurf,
whichwas about 0.10m deep across thatire length of the trenchexcept at the south endhere ithad been
burnt prior to our arrival on the island.

Finds

Layer (021) produced three sherds ofhld’entury pottery (SFs &nd 3 andoneunnumbered), a grey piece of

flint (SF 4probably abrokengun flint see Appendix 2 ar8) and a nail. The circular patch of burning (022)
produced two further sherds of ihZcentury pottery (SFs &1d11).The turf layer (020) produced nineesis

of clear vessel glass, one sherd of green bottle glass, a thin metal lid (modern), a single sherd of modern white
ceramic and a lead air rifle pellet.

Interpretation

The deposits within this trenclay between 0.06 and 0.45m deep over bedrock and there were no
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archaeologically significant features. Five sherds 8tdéhtury pottery were found in the layer below the turf
which was otherwise uncontaminated by modern artefacts. These sherds may havesbdeposited downhill
from the vicinity of the structure, perhaps as a spread of midden material derived from occupation in'the 17
century.A single flint flake has been identified as a probably gun flint and is consistent Wile%BT?:entury

date for activity on the island.

The turfhadbeen burnt in several places as a result of recent campfires which had gone out of control. This
layer also contained modern pottery and other modern material possibly associated with people camping on
the island.

Plate15: Trench 4 and sondage in the no#tlest corner
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Figure 8: Trench gan.
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Plate 16:Trench 4acircular patch of burning (022) at the southern end.

6.5 Trench Fsee Figure 4)

Trench 5 measured 1.6m by 2m and was located over the west wall in or@ésainine the alignment of this
wall, as the1997surveyhad suggested that the structure was trapezoidal in shaple turf(070)was 0.01nx;
0.05m deep andvas removedn order toreveal thealignment of the wallThe wall(071) consisted of rough
angular and rounded stones amdeasuredl.0m wide and was abutted by the dividing wall (00%yall (071)
appeared to form a continuous,iifegular, line with the walls in Trenches 1 ahd

Finds
There were no finds from this trench.

Interpretation

This trench revealed that the west waltonsisting ofwall (045) in Trench lwall 071) in Trench 5 andvall
(010 in Trench 2- together formed aslightly irregularline, which confirmed the trapezoidal shape of the
structure. Thewall varied in thicknesss it was 1.0m wide in the souf®10 and 071and 0.60m wide in the
north (045) Theirregularity of the structuren the southwest corner was perhaps becausetbé significant
drop in the ground levelwhich might have required the extra thickness to the foundations.

7. Discussion

7.1 Prehistoric bucket uri& calcined bone

Alarge thick pottery sherdecovered from Trench Bas been identified aafragment of alarge flat-rimmed
bucket urn, pasibly used to bury a crematioht datesto about 1500 to 1000 B(pérs commAlisonSheridan.
The sherds most likely to have been disturbed from a cremation burial on the istanakk is possiblethat the
unusual amount of stone in this area could have once formed a burial, edifohwasrobbed for the
construction of the buildingThe disturbance of a cremation burial may also explain the single fragment of
calcined bone found beneath the stone tuml§#63). Thesinglepottery sherdand boneadds to the very
sparse evidence for prehistoric activity around the Loch Lomond @regknown sitesnclude two Neolithic or
Bronze Age lithic scattem Arrochar ¢eeBjarke Ballin 2005hmes 2014)These ardikely to be traces of what
was probably mor@xtensive activity which took place beside water courses and near cultivable grdtied.
Loch Lomond area has been attractive for settlement throughout the prehistoric period, as attested by a
Mesolithicand Bonze Agesite at Midrossgers comns Dene Wrighi& Ally Beckétand the presence of several
crannogs or artificial islands, which generally date to the later prehistoric and medieval periods.
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Plate 17 Pottery sherd from a prehistoric bucket (8008, context (062))
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7.217"-18" century structure

These excavations reveal#te low foundations of a@rystone structure which measudeabout 12.5m long and
wasbetween 2.5mand 3.5m wide internallywith walls between 0.6nand 1.0m thick.The stonewas locally
sourcal schist and no mortar was used. The superstructure would probably have consisted of turf walls with a
thatched roof of heather or bracken supported on timber coupl€he schist bedrock on Tarbet Isle is very
uneven, sometimes outcroppg and sometimes buried beneath up to 0.6m of soil. Fiona Beasuggested

that the buildingmay have beeronstructed on a level terracndthe results of theexcavationsupportthis.
Vernacular buildingare difficult to dateas the construction technique changed little from the medieval period
until the 18" century.lt is likely that thestructure predates the19™ century, asfew 19" to 21%-century

artefacts were found either in the turf and topsoil or within the demolition debris of the south room (003 and
006) The charcoal from the burnt layer (044) was said to be fresh and unabratieththe specialist

suggested may indicate fairly modern datgalthough it might also mean thahe site was fairly undisturbed.
Only two fragments of clay pipe were found, d"1@ntury pipe bowl from the topsoil and a fragment of stem
from the surface ofdyer (043). The stem fragment is very similar in character and bore hole size to the pipe
bowl and sanay be 18 rather than 17" century indate. However, considering the shallow and loose nature of
the deposits and the potential disturbance through t@etion near the walls, the stem fragmeistthought to

be intrusive.

Seversherds oﬂ?‘h-century potterywere found during these excavations and one large sherd of a vessel base
of a similar datavas retrieved fronthe edge of the island duringn earliervisit (pers commSue Furness).

None of these sherds have been found in a context that would securely date the use of the strbatuhe,
discovery of this pottery within middeandtumble (021, 062 and 04&)hich did not contairanylater matrial,
would suggest that thesdepositsdate to the 17 or 18" centuries.A broken, possibly 13or 14" century jug
handle (Tr 2) is the only pfb?‘h century medieval potterylts poor condition perhaps due to it lying in wet
conditions,led the speialist to suggest that it could be more recent. This handle is not evidence for activity on
the site in the medieval period as it could have been in use in tifle 18" centuries and been a very old jug
when it broke.
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The midl?‘h-century coin found within tumble is also good evidencedditivity on the islandt that time. The
specialist suggested thi#s very corroded statavas probablybeing due to the soil conditions rathéran to its
having beervery worn and old when losThe gun flint is also consistent with a"or 18" century date and
does provide some evidence for the presence armed inhabitahit® spade or shovélom the floor surface in
the north roomis itself very difficult to place chronologicalMedievalspades or shovels tended to use metal
only for the tip and so this exampig thought to bepost-medieval in date(l?‘h 19" century)

Structures which have been occupied in thd" 50d 20" centuriesoften produce a far greater amount of
ceramic, glass and clay pipe than has been found here. It is therefore the conclusion of this author that the
structure was in use in the T7or early 18 centuriesand was out of use by the mid %&entury.

The identfication of fr charcoals aninteresting addition to the consideration of the date of the site as only
silver fir was introduced prior to the 19th century. Unfortunately it has not been possible to differentiate
between silver fir from other types of fiHowever, the documented tree planting activities of Walter
MacFarlane on his Arrochar estate in théhlﬁentury (Johnsotsmith 2002) coulgerhapsexplain the early
appearance of silver fir in the vicinity.

The function of the structurenay have beems astore orlookout for the Macfarlane chief§he northern room
was occupied by a coal and wood burning hearth (permagairingthe shovel) andvas thereforeused for
occupationpossibly by a small armed forCEhe southern room is particularly small and is located to the south
of the probable entrance. It iempting to suggest that the southern room was a watch tqweit there is no
evidence that a tower as such existed andidtsquite common for structuresat be subdivided for different
uses.It couldalsohave served as store room.idt highlyunlikely that the building would havead a purely
agriculturaluse such as ghieling farmstead or shepherd shelteras the island is so small and there is a lafck
grazing or significant cultivatable deposits. Its location within the loch would, however, lend itself for use as a
lookout point for watching activities up and down the loch or for storing commaodities out of reach of general
traffic. It is known thathe Macfarlane chiefs were supporting a military force within the area during tffe 16
and 17" centuries(seepage § andsoit is possible that members of th€lan Macfarlaneised the island as a
lookout pointfor controlling movement on the loch and tipe loch sideThe fact thatPont does not mention a
building on the island in the late f&enturywhen he does mention buildings on other islands might indicate
that the structurehad not beerbuilt at that time, but rather belonged to a period in tHier" century. There is

no evidence that the structure was destroyed byN2 Y gt@®bp$§, &3dhe patch oburningwas probably

derived from thespread of asland coaffrom a hearthrather than being from the burning of the walls and
roofing material

Other structures surveyed in the arécludetwo buildings at 2 NI | QuhikHwErée difsinfilardrystone
construction but were a little wider an@f more recentdate. Onestructuremeasured 14m by 4m wide and
had walls c. 1.0m high and another vasut 4.5m by ¢ 3.25m wide (internally) with a stone and brick floor
and walls nearly 2m higiThepottery andpantilesfound indicated that theselated to the 14 and 20"
centuries.They have beerinterpreted as a mill and horse stal8tarbuck 2011,1783), although an alternative
interpretation as agirnal housggranary or grain stord)as beersuggesteqJohnsorSmith 2002)A recently
excavated structure afighCao) Cowalmeasuredl9.6m longand5.2m wide (externallyvith earth floors and
drystone walls 0.6nt; 0.8m thickand 0.5m highThequantity andwide range of high quality findeflected ts
use as an innprobably in the 18 century(Adamson & Bailie 20140hree farmsteadsvithin the MacFarlane
territory have alsdbeensurveyed aStucna Cloich fte Blackvillage), Blairstainge and Ardlieshnd theseshow
a similar degree of irregularity in their building outlittethe structure on Tarbet Is]@lthoughthey are unlikely
to pre-date the 18 century (JohnsorSmith20032).
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Thestructural remains on Tarbet Isle are rthbse ofa medieval castle and there is no evidence from the

excavations that a substantial mortared buildiener stoodon the island. The depiction by Pont of a castle here

istherefore most likelya mistake. P (i Q& 26y G SE( R 2 Seftenthdugh haddesimgnioi | O & f
many other less significant details on other islands. He do@sever mention ¥ prettie hous and dwelling

pertyning to Mackfarla@ 2y W whiclhiddrdbablia feferénce tdnverugla$ but does not depicthe

islandatthey 2 NI K Sy R 2F [20K [2Y2YR® ¢KS LINBaSyOS 2F WbSiK:
have added t@some confusion(Manythanks to Sue Furness for pointing this odif)e most likely

interpretation & that the castle on the island depicted by Pont is actually Invergulas rather than Tarbet Isle.

¢tKSNB KlFa 0SSy | adza3Saidirzy iKllihoughyhe @asdntfoethisidngtS T2 NJ ¢ |
explained(Firat 1997, 146 W 9 f isndedioned inthe 13-OSy G dzNE  OK I NEIarfvow, BlafaBoywAnd 6 A (1 K W
9f I yNRdAf | 4aQ 6 abubn@tchidy thesSwitivttierkmo®n islands is difficalhe1™ edition OS

map showdour named islands in the north end of Loch Lomowd. & £ | ¥ Rlan(Wowd Fvettiglad. a f S QX

W2 | ff GRIYEl MBOESS Qf dza (62 @S NE Further viofk ordihé yidconBriaryA 4 f | Yy Ra @
evidence is required herespecially as there is alsmislandfurther southwith the similar sounding namte

Wofl A3JQLYROKOBSReA BN

7.319"/21st century
A very small number of fao 21 century findsattest to sporadic visits to the island probably by picnickers and
campers.

The effect of the tree roots

A tree surveyvas ndertaken bythe authorprior to the excavations taking plaead this surveywscertained

that there were several trees growing in the vicinity of the structure but only one inside it. This tree has not
been cut down. Tree roots were growing around thelsvahd penetrating the loose stones and soil beside the
walls, but did not protrude through the walls themselves. Although the roots might not be damaging the walls
directly at present, if the trees were to be uprooted in a storm the walls of the struetordd be severely
damaged.

8. Recommendations

The treegrowingwithin the structure and the large trees in the vicinity of tallsshould be felled before they
blow down.

Consideration ofufrther work couldinclude
1 more extensive excavation of the structyrehich could help to ascertain its function.
1 Examination of the deposits to the east of the structure to see if there are the remaimpthistoric
cairn which was partly robbed to provide stone for the constiuttf the building.
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Table 1: Context Information
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Context | Trench Type Compaction | Colour Texture Depth Description/Interpretation Stratigraphy and/or

No. phasing info

001 2 Layer Moderate Mid brown | Turf & roots | 0.05m¢ Modern vegetation & thin topsoil Seals all other contexts in

0.10m Trench 2

002 2 Structure Rough angular and rounded stones of varying si| Sealed by 001, abutted by
forming a drystone wall. An internal wall within | 004, 003, 012, 013. Abuts
the structure. 0.75m wide &.5m high. 010. Seals 011.

003 2 Layer 0.10m Angular and rounded stones to the S of 002. Sealed by 001 & 006,
Tumble from wall 002 abuts 002, 006. Seals 017

004 2 Layer Compact Grey brown | silt 0.08m Internal floor surface Sealed by 001, abuts 002

seals 008.

005 2 Structure Rough angular and rounded stones of varying si] Sealed by 001, abutted by
forming a drystone wall, includes large quartz 007, 006.
stones. 0.65m wide & 0.45m high. Outer wall of
structure at S end.

006 2 Layer Compact Grey brown | silt 0.20m Layer between the walls 002 & 005. Internal floo| Sealed by 001. Abuts 005
surface. Contains coal and glass. Seals 003 & 009.

007 2 Layer Moderate Mid brown | Silt and 0.30m Stones abutting the outer face of the wall 005. | Sealed by 001, abuts 005

stones Tumble from wall 005.
008 2 Layer Moderate Orange Silt and 0.25m Rough angular and rounded stones of varying si| Sealed by 004, abuts 002
brown stones within the soil matrix. Relepositednatural ?

009 2 Layer Moderate Grey brown | Gritty silt Layer beneath 006, within the small southern Sealed by 0065 013.
room. Not fully excavated.

010 2 Structure Rough angular and rounded stones of varying si] Sealed by 001, abutted by
forming a drystone wall foundation wall 1.0m 002.
wide. Height of wall not examined.

011 2 Layer Compact Dark brown | Gritty silt 0.15m Basal deposit within the small sondagethe Sealed by 013 and 002.

southern room. Continued beneath the wall 002.
Pre-dates the dividing wall.

Over bedrock.
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012 Layer Moderate Orange Silty sand 0.10m Mottled orange deposit abutting the wall 002. Sealed by 003, abuts 002
brown and stones Similar to 008. seals 013.
013 Layer Moderate Mid brown | Gritty silt 0.15m Sealed by 012, abuts 002
seals 011= 009.
020 Layer Moderate Mid brown | Turf & roots | 0.05¢ Modern vegetation & thin topsoil Seals all other contexts in
0.10m Trench 4

021 Layer Moderate Mid brown | Silt 0.05m Contains several angular and rounded stones ar| Sealed by 020 & 022
occasional larger stones. Some patches of burni

022 Layer Loose Very dark Silt 0.04m Burnt turf. Forming an oval shaped feature at thg Sealed by 020, seals 021

brown/black southern end of the trench. Result of a modern
fire.
040 Layer Moderate Mid brown | Turf & roots | 0.05¢ Modern vegetation & thin topsoil Seals all other contexts in
0.10m Trench 1

041 Structure Rough angular and rounded stones of varying si| Sealed by 040, abutted by
forming a drystone wall in the E of the trench. ThH 049 & 043. Equal to 061.
East wall of the structure. 0.75m wide & 0.25m | Possibly seals 050.
high.

042 Layer Moderate Dark grey Greasy, silt | 0.04m Seals stones 047 at the west end of the trench. | Sealed by 040, abuts 045

seals 047. duivalent to
04472
043 Layer Moderate Mid Peaty silt 0.15m Extends across the. Sealed by the burning®&4d | Sealed by 044 & 047
brown/grey | with some tumble 047. OGS or floor surface. Abuts 045. Seals 048 and
gravel. bedrock.
044 Layer Moderate Dark grey Greasy, 0.04m Layer of burning extending across the interior of| Sealed by 040, seals 043
brown charcoal the structure between walls 045 and 041 over th
layer 043. Contains burnt wood and coal.

045 Structure m Rough angular and rounded stones of varying si| Sealed by 048 046.
forming adrystone wall in the Wf the structure. | Abutted by 043 & 04.7
0.60m wide and 0.30m high. W wall of structure.

046 Layer Stones Rough angular and rounded stones of varying si] Sealed by 040. Abuts 045
abutting the wall 045 to the W. Extends for aboul
0.4m from the wall and forms a fairly straight edg
on its W side except for the stone in section.

Tumble or a path?
047 Layer Stones Large stones in the centre of the trench lying on| Sealed by 044, seals 043

top of layer 043. Tumble?

Abuts 045.
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048 Layer Moderate Light grey Gritty clay 0.03m Natural subsoil over bedrock Sealed by 043.
049 Layer 0.30m Rough angular and rounded stones of varying si| Sealed by 040, abuts 041
abutting the E wall of the structure . Tumble? seals 050.
050 Layer Moderate Grey Gritty clay Layer seen beneath the tumble 049. Natural Sealed by 049. Possibly
ground surface? beneath wall 041.
051 layer Rough stones abutting the west side of wall 041| Sealed by 044 and 040,
within the structure. abutting 041.
060 Layer Moderate Mid brown | Turf & roots | 0.08m Modern vegetation & thin topsoil Seals all other contexts in
Trench 3
061 Structure Rough angular and rounded stones of varying si| Equal to 041.
forminga drystone wall 0.75m wide & 0.50high.
East wall of structure.
062 Layer Stones 030m Rough angular and rounded stones of varying si| Sealed by 060, abutting
Abutting wall 061. Tumble? 061, seals 063.
063 Layer Moderate Light grey Gritty gravel Natural subsoil belowall 061 tumble and over Sealed by 062 061.
& clay. bedrock.
070 Layer Moderate Mid brown | Turf & roots | 0.01-0.05m | Modern vegetation & thin topsoil Seals all other contexts in
Trench 5
071 Structure Rough angular and rounded stones of varying si| Sealed by 070, Equivalen

forming W wall of structurd.Om wide

to wall 045 and 010.
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Table 2: Finds
Find Context | Trench No. of Material Description
No. No. Pieces
1 001 2 1 Clay pipe .26t YR adSY YIN]S
YODI "cdn@® ™ b
2 021 4 1 Pottery No glaze. 17 century (G Haggarty pers
comm)
3 021 4 1 Pottery Green glaze. f?century (G Haggarty pers
comm)
4 021 4 1 Flint Grey flake broken probable gun flint
5 022 4 1 Pottery No glaze 17 century (G Haggarty pers
comm)
6 046 1 2 Pottery Slight green glaze, Tentury(G Haggarty
pers comm)
7 062 3 1 Coin Scaottishturner (copper 2d) coin of either thg
1640s or 1660s issu¢d Bateson pers com)
8 062 3 1 Pottery No glaze, thick sherd. Prehistoric (A Sherig
pers comm)
9 043 1 6 Iron Flat spaddike object
10 043 1 1 Flint Grey flake probable gun flint
11 022 4 1 Pottery No glaze. 17 century (G Haggarty pers
comm)
12 001 2 5 Pottery No glaze. Handle. w4 century (pers.
comm. George Haggarty).
13 043 1 1 Flint Flake(undiagnostic)
u/s 1 slate Frag
001 2 2 Pottery White ceramic, modern
001 2 3 Glass Clear, vessel
001 2 1 Glass Green bottleg joins with glass from 006
001 2 1 Bone ?Rib, butchered
003 2 1 Glass Clear, vessel
006 2 1 Glass Clear,?thick window
006 2 1 Glass Green bottleg joins with glass from 001
006 2 1 Coal lump
006 2 1 Metal Thin lid
020 4 1 Metal Thin lid
020 4 1 Pottery white
020 4 1 Lead Air gunpellet
020 4 1 Glass Green bottle frag
020 4 9 Glass Clearyvessel
021 4 1 Iron Nail, square head
021 4 1 Pottery Red fabric, no glaze tiltentury (G
Haggarty pers comm)
040 1 1 Glass Green, bottle
040 1 1 Quartz Flake
043 1 1 Clay pipe Stem frag.
Table 3: Samples
Sample| Context| No./Size Reason for sampling Application/comments
No. No. Bag/Bucket
Pot | Lithic | Bone| Botanics
001 004 M X Charcoal?
002 006 M X Charcoal?
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003 044 M X Coallcharcoal
004 022 S X Charcoal?
005 063 M Charcoal?
006 043 S X X Charcoal?
007 011 S X Charcoal?
Table 4: Drawings
Drawing | Sheet | Context Subject Scale
No. No.
001 1 002, 003, 004, Trench 2. Plan after 001 removed. 1:20
005, 006, 007.
002 1 021, 022 Trench 4 Plan after 020 removed. 1:20
003 2 041,042, 043, Trench 1. Plan after 040 removed. 1:20
044, 045, 046,
047
004 3 002, 005, 007, Trench 2 after 004, & 006 removed. 1:20
008, 009.
005 2 061, 062. Trench 3. Plan after 060 removed. 1:20
006 4 041,043, 045, Trench 1. Plan after 042@44 removed. 1:20
046, 047
007 4 061, 062 Trenc h 3. Plan after some of rubble 062 removed 1:20
008 5 061, 062, 063 Trenc h 3. Plan after half of rubble 062 within the trenq¢ 1:20
removed onto subsoil and bedrock.
009 6 002, 005, 010, Plan of Trenchesl, 2, 3,4 & 5. 1:50
041, 045, 061.
010 7 040, 041, 042, Trench 1. S facing section 1:10
043, 044, 045,
046, 047, 048,
049, 050,
011 8 001, 002, 003, Trench 2, W facing section 1:10
004, 005, 006,
007, 008, 009,
010, 011, 012,
013.
012 8 060, 061062 Trench 3, N facing section 1:10
Table 5DigitalPhotographs
Photo No. Context No. Description From
(Compass)
4405161 14014 1 | 001, 002, 003, 005 Trench 2 deturfing NW
4405161 14014 2 | 001, 002, 003 Trench 2 deturfing, Alison SW
4405161 14014 3 | 001, 002, 003 Trench 2 deturfing, Alison & Peter NW
4405161 14014 4 | 040 Trench 1 preexcavation w
4405161 14014 5 | 021, 022 Trench 4 S
4405161 14014 6 | 021, 022 Trench 4, Preston & lan SW
4405161 14014 7 | 021, 022 Trench 4, Preston &n SW
4405161 14014 8 General view of site w
4405161 14014 9 General view of site w

4405161_14014 10

/£l & LALS WD[!{Dwnh?
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4405161_14014 11 [ tFe& LALS WD[! {Dwnh?

4405161 14014 12 | 002, 004, 003 Trench 2 N end, turf removed SE
4405161 14014 13| 007, 005, 003, 002, Trench 2, deturfed S
4405161 14014 14 | 007, 005, 003, 002, Trench 2, deturfed S
4405161_14014 15| 002, 003, 006, 005, Trench 2, deturfed w
4405161_14014 16 | 002, 003, 006, 005, Trench 2, deturfed w
4405161 14014 17 | 002, 003, 006, 005, Trench 2, deturfed w
4405161_14014 18| 002, 003, 006, 005, Trench 2, deturfed w
4405161 14014 19 | 002, 003 Trench 2, deturfed, detail of the wall W
4405161_14014 20 | 021 Trench 4, deturfed S
4405161_14014 21 | 021 Trench 4deturfed S
4405161 14014 22 | 021 Trench 4, deturfed S
4405161 14014 23| 021, 22 Trench 4, deturfed, S end w
4405161 14014 24| 021 Trench 4, deturfed, middle W
4405161 14014 25 Trench 4, deturfed N end W
4405161 15014 1 | 021 Trench 4, pottery found

4405161 15014 2 | 021 Trench 4, pottery found

4405161 15014 3 | 021 Trench 4, pottery found, SF 2

4405161_18014 4 | 045,044 Trench 1, deturfed w
4405161 15014 5 | 045, 044 Trench 1, deturfed w
4405161 13014 6 | 045, 046 Trench 1, deturfed S
4405161 13014 7 | 044 Trench 1, deturfed, middle of trench S
4405161 15014 8 | 044 Trench 1, deturfed, middle of trench S
4405161_18014 9 | 041, 049 Trench 1, deturfed, E end S
4405161 15014 10 | 041, 049 Trench 1, deturfed, E end S
4405161 15014 11 | 041, 049 Trench 1, deturfed, E end S
4405161 15014 12 | 021, 022 Trench 4, deturfed N
4405161 15014 13| 022 Trench 4 deturfed, middle of trench N
4405161 15014 14 lan planning

4405161_1%014 15 lan planning

4405161_1%014 16 | 021,022 Trench 4 being planned

4405161 15014 17 lan planning

4405161_1%014 18 Level set up

4405161 15014 19 lan planning

4405161_1%014 20 Trench 1, Preston digging W
4405161 15014 21 Trench 2, Peter & Alison

4405161_1%014 22| 002, 004 Trench 2, Alison

4405161_1610141 | 044, 045, 041 Trench 1,

4405161 1610142 | 021 Trench 4, med pottery sherd discovered SH
4405161 1610143 | 021 Trench 4, med pottery sherd discovered SH
4405161 1610144 Trench 4, lan finding pottery

4405161 1610145 Trench 4, lan finding pottery

4405161_1610146 Trench 4, lan finding pottery

4405161 1610147 | 044, 045, 041 Trench 1 W
4405161 1610148 | 044, 045, 041 Trench 1 W
4405161 1610149 | 060 Trench 3, surface moss removed w
4405161 16101410 | 060 Trench 3, surface moss removed w
4405161_16101411 | 022 Trench 4, 022 half sectioned S
4405161_16101412 | 022 Trench 4, 022 half sectioned S
4405161 16101413 | 061, 062 Trench 3, 060 removed S
4405161_16101414 | 061, 062 Trench 3, 060 removed S

4405161_16101415

Group shot in tent

34




Northlight Heritage | Project: 4011161 | Report: 30 | 22/08/2012

4405161_16101416

Group shot in tent

4405161_16101417

Preston

4405161 16101418 | 002, 004 Trench 2, 001 removed W

4405161 16101419 | 002, 004 Trench 2, 001 removed W

4405161 16101420 | 003, 006 Trench 2, 001 removed, centre of trench W

4405161_16101421 | 005, 007 Trench 2, 001 removed w

4405161 16101422 | 005, 002, 004, 006, Trench 2, 001 removed , whole trench N

4405161 16101423 | 005, 007, 002 Trench 2, 001 removed , whole trench S

4405161_16101424 | 044, 045 Trench 1, w

4405161_16101425 | 044, 045 Trench 1, w

4405161_16101426 | 061, 062 Trench 3, 060 removed SE
4405161 16101427 | 002, 005 Trench 2 NE
4405161_16101428 | 002, 005 Trench 2 NE
4405161_17014 1 View up the loch

4405161_17014 2 | 044 Trench 1 w

4405161 17014 3 | 041, 049 Trench 1, 040 removed SW
4405161 17014 4 | 041, 049 Trench 1, 040 removed w

4405161_17014 5 | 046, 045 Trench 1, 040 removed SW
4405161 17014 6 | 046, 045 Trench 1, detail of stones 046 S

4405161 17014 7 | 061, 062 Trench 3, 060 removed S

4405161 17014 8 | 061, 062 Trench 3, 060 removed S

4405161 17014 9 | 061, 062 Trench 3, 060 removed W

4405161 17014 10| 061, 062 Trench 3, Some of 062 removed S

4405161_17014 11 | 002, 005, 006 Trench 2004, 003 & 006 removed NE
4405161 17014 12| 002, 001, 004, 008 Trench 2, 001, 004 removed W

4405161 17014 13| 003, 006, 009 Trench 2, central area W

4405161 17014 14 | 005, 007 Trench 2, some of 007 removed W

4405161 17014 15 | 005, 007 Trench 2, some @07 removed E

4405161_17014 16 | 022 Trench 4, 020 removed S

4405161 17014 17 | 022 Trench 4, 020 removed N

4405161 17014 18 | 022 Trench 4, burnt roots in layer 022 E

4405161_17014 19 View of island

4405161 18014 1 | 044 Preston & DJ in Trench 1 SW
4405161 18014 2 | 044 Preston & DJ in Trench 1 SW
4405161 18014 3 | 061, 063, Tessa in Trench 3

4405161 18014 4 Peter sieving soil from Trench 2

4405161 18014 5 | 063, 061 Trench 3 after 062 half sectioned S

4405161 18014 6 | 063, 061 Trench Zafter 062 half sectioned E

4405161 18014 7 | 063, 061 Trench 3 after 062 half sectioned S

4405161 18014 8 | 063, 061 Trench 3 after 062 half sectioned E

4405161 18014 9 | 063, 061 Trench 3 after 062 half sectioned E

4405161 18014 10| 061 Trench 3 detail of wall S

4405161 18014 11| 061 Trench 3 detail of wall S

4405161 18014 12 | 044 Preston & DJ in Trench 1 SE
4405161 18014 13| 043 Iron object, possible spad® shovelSF 9

4405161 18014 14| 043 Iron object, possible spad® shovelSF 9

4405161 2010141 General view of dig, Trench 2 NE
4405161 2010142 General view of dig, Trench 2 N

4405161 2010143 General view of dig, Trench 2 N

4405161 201014 General view of dig, Trench 2 & 3 E

4405161 2010146 General view oflig, Trench 2 & 3 E
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4405161_23101434

001, 003, 012, 013, 011

Trench 2. W facing section (off set)

4405161_23101435

001, 006, 005, 007

Trench 2, W facing section

4405161 23101436 | 001, 005, 007 Trench 2, Wacing section
4405161 23101437 | 005, 007 Trench 2, wall, S facing elevation
4405161 23101438 | 005 Trench 2, wall

4405161 23101439 | 005 Trench 2, wall

4405161 23101440 | 005, 006 Trench 2, wall N elevation

4405161_2310141

002, 003, 012013, 011

Trench 2, S facing elevation

4405161_23101442

010, 002

Trench 2, extension

4405161 2010146 Group shot
4405161 2010147 Group shot
4405161 2010148 Iron object SF 9
4405161 201014 | 045, 043 Trench 1 w
4405161_20101410 | 071 Trench 5 N
4405161_20101411 | 071 Trench 5 N
4405161 230141 | 022 Trench 4, sondage in NW corner N
4405161 23014 2 | 022 Trench 4, sondage in NW corner E
4405161 23014 3 | 022 Trench 4 N end of trench E
4405161 23014 4 | 022 Trench 4 middle of trench E
4405161 230145 | 022 Trench 4 S end of trench E
4405161 2310146 | 046, 045, 042 Trench 1, S facing section, W end S
4405161 2310147 | 046, 045, 042 Trench 1, S facing section, detail of roots S
4405161 2310148 | 045, 044, 042 Trench 1, S facing section S
4405161 2310149 | 045, 044, 042 Trench 1, S facing section S
4405161 23101410 | 044, 043, 048 Trench 1, S facing section, sondage in midg S
4405161 23101411 | 044, 043, 048 Trench 1, S facing section, sondage in midg S
4405161 23101412 | 044, 043, 048 Trench 1, S facing section, sondage in midg S
4405161 23101413 | 044, 043, 048 Trench 1, S facing section, sondage in midg S
4405161 23101414 | 041, 049, 044 Trench 1, S facing section, E end S
4405161 23101415 | 041, 049, 044 Trench 1, S facing section, E end, detail S
4405161 23101416 | 041, 049 Trench 1, S facing section, E end S
4405161 23101417 | 041, 049, 050 Trench 1, S facing section, E end S
4405161_23101418 | 041, 049, 043 Trench 1 whole trench w
4405161 23101419 | 041, 049, 043 Trench 1 whole trench w
4405161 23101420 | 041, 049, 043 Trench 1 whole trench w
4405161 23101421 | 041 Trench 1, wall S
4405161 23101422 | 045 Trench 1, wall, W facing elevation w
4405161 23101423 | 045 Trench 1, wall, E facing elevation E
4405161 2310144 | 043, 048 Trench 1, sondage onto bedrock S
4405161 23101425 | 041 Trench 1, wall, W facing elevation W
4405161 23101426 | 041, 049 Trench 1, wall E facing elevation E
4405161_23101427 | 041, 049 Trench 1, wall S
4405161 23101428 | 071, 045 Trench 5 & 1 wall marked with poles S
4405161 23101429 | 071, 045, 002 Trench 5 & 1 wall marked with poles S
4405161 23101430 | 002, 005 Trench 2, SW corner of structure SW
4405161 23101431 | 005, 002 Trench 2, S facing elevation of 005 S
4405161 23101432 | 005, 002 Trench 2, S facing elevation of 005 S
4405161 23101433 | 002 Trench 2, wall, W facing section w
W
W
w
S
W
W
N
S
w
W
W
W
N
N

4405161 2310143 | 010, 002 Trench 2, extension
4405161 2310144 | 010, 002, 003 Trench 2, junction of walls
4405161 23101445 | 010, 002, 003 Trench 2, junctiorof walls
4405161 23101446 | 010, 003 Trench 2, wall
4405161_23101447 | 001, 010, 005 Trench 2 SW corner
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4405161 23101448 | 041 Trench 1, wall
4405161 2310149 | 071 Trench 5,
4405161 2310140 | 071, 010 Trench 1 & 5 walls

4405161_21014 1

Group shot, Peter, Preston, Libby & Margar

4405161_21014 2

Group shot, Peter, Preston, Libby & Heathe|

4405161_51014 3

Group shot, Peter, Preston, Libby & Heathe|

4405161_31014 4

Trench 4 returfed

4405161_21014.5

Trench 4 returfed

4405161_21014 6

Trench 5 returfed

4405161_210147

Trench 2 returfed

4405161_51014 8

Trench 2 returfed

4405161_51014 9

Trench 2 returfed

4405161_21014.10

Trench 1 returfed
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APPENDIX DES

LOCAL AUTHORITY:

Argyll and Bute

PROJECT TITLE/SITE NAME: | Tarbet Isle
PROJECT CODE: 4405161
PARISH: Arrochar

NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR:

Heather James

NAME OF ORGANISATION:

Northlight Heritage

TYPE(S) OF PROJECT: Excavation
NMRS NO(S): NN39NW 22
SITE/MONUMENT TYPE(S): Building

SIGNIFICANT FINDS:

15" to 17" -century pottery, 17-century coinanda sherd fom a prehistoric
urn

NGR(2 letters, 8 or 10 figures)

NN 3288 0540

START DATEhis season)

14/10/14

END DATEhis season)

23/10/14

PREVIOUS WORKcI. DESef.)

FIRAT1996a) 'Loch Lomond Islands (Arrochar; Luss parishes), survey',
Discovery Excav Sd@age(s): 15

MAIN (NARRATIVE)
DESCRIPTION:
(May include information from

other fields)

Ongoing research into th€lanMacfarlare history included the excavation ¢
five small trenches over the low stone foundations of a trapezestiabed
building on Tarbet Isle in Loch Lomond. The aims were to ascertair
character and date of the structure, the depth of deposits on the islamdi
the effect of the tree roots on the archaeological remains. Tarbet Isl
depicted on Poris manuscript map (No 17) occupied by a significant struc
with high gable ends and an anme)ut this structure is not shown on ar
later maps.It seems likyy that Pont was actually depicting the island
Inveruglas with its documentehedieval castle.

The excavations confirmed the presence of drystone foundation walls w
would probably have supported a timber and turf structure. The finds inclu
seveal 17"-century pottery sherds, a possibled:- or 14™-century pottery
handle and a 1%-century coin.

The earth floor of the structure was sealed by a layer of burnmigjch is
thought to be rake out from a hearth.

A single thick prehistoric shemerived from a large flat-rimmed bucket urn
was also found, which suggests that the island had been used for crem
burial (c1500¢ 1000 BC).

PROPOSED FUTURE WORK:

CAPTION(S) FOR ILLUSTRS:

SPONSOR OR FUNDING BOD

Peter Md-arlin &Preston McFarlan@JSA)

ADDRESS OF MAIN
CONTRIBUTOR:

Northlight Heritage, Studio 406, South Block, 64 Osborne St, Glasgow G1

EMAIL ADDRESS:

hjames@yorkat.co.uk

ARCHIVE LOCATION
(intended/deposited)

NMRS (Intended)
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APPENDIX 3: Flints

Threeflints were collected from the excavations. One is a probable gun flint (SF 10 context 043) and one is a
broken probable gun flin{SF 4 context 021) (pers commTany Pollard).

Context 043 contained one undiagnostic, unworked flint flake (pers cémibrene Wright).

SF No Context Description Length Width Thickness (max

10 043 Grey, wedged ¢ |20mm 19mm 5mm
shaped gn flint.

4 021 Grey, wedged ¢ |27mm 14mm mm
shaped gun flint,
(broken)

13 043 Grey flake,| 19mm 10mm 4mm
unworked.
Undiagnostic.

Table6: Flint Catalogue

0 1 2
T L Y

0 1 2
|nn|nn|nu|m||

SF 10 (context 043) SF 04 (context 021 SF 13 (context 043)
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