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Abstract 

An investigation of the deserted settlement of Ardleish, on the NE shore of Loch Lomond, was carried out on 

behalf of Clan MacFarlane Worldwide over 7 days in 2019 and 2021. The aim was to see if this site might have 

succeeded the medieval site of Ylen Eunlich, which is thought to have been abandoned in the 16th century 

(James 2019).  

 

A rapid standing building survey of the buildings at Ardleish concluded that the earliest structure was probably 

a relatively high-status, late-18th century house and garden with a separate barn. This was added to over the 

years with other buildings, probably associated with an increase in livestock numbers. The last building to be 

occupied was a timber and corrugated iron bothy that had probably been occupied by a shepherd.  

  

Seven tests trenches were dug in the vicinity of the buildings, but there was no evidence for any medieval or 

late-medieval activity on the site.  

 

Seven test trenches were also dug in the field to the NW of Ardleish where a roofed structure was depicted on 

the 1st edition OS map in the mid-19th century. The remains consisted of a stone terrace that had been re-

modelled from glacial deposits, with some possible turf walling. There were a few possibly medieval sherds of 

pottery and quartz fragments, some of which might have been worked, but no evidence of late-medieval 

activity was found. 
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1. Introduction 

A rapid building survey was carried out and a series of test trenches were dug at the site of Ardleish, a deserted 

settlement on the east shore of Loch Lomond. The work was commissioned by Clan MacFarlane Worldwide and 

was carried out in October 2019 and September 2021. The main aim of this project was to look for dating 

evidence for the origins of the settlement and for any possible link with a medieval site excavated nearby at 

Ylen Eunlich (James 2019).  

 

2. Location, Geology and Topography  

 

Ardleish is located at the north end of Loch Lomond, on its east shore, and lies in the parish of Arrochar, Argyll 

& Bute (NGR NN 3269 1554). The geology consists of the Southern Highland Group of Psammite and Pelite 

(British Geological Survey (http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html). The site lies on the south 

side of a small unnamed stream, on ground that is undulating and steeply sloping towards the loch. 

Outcropping bedrock is seen in places across the site.    

  

3. Archaeological Background 
 

An early 16th century document refers to ‘Walter of Ardleish’, which is an early reference to the placename 

(Macfarlene Mss; Winchester 1917). Water Macfarlane ‘of Tarbet, Ardleish and Gartartan, 1st Baron’, was a 

close relation of the clan chief Duncan Macfarlane ‘of that Ilk & Arrochar 13th baron’ and died with him at the 

Battle of Pinkie in 1547 (Macfarlene Mss). It has been suggested that the nearby site of Ylen Eunlich, at the 

head of the loch, was the original site of a house belonging to Walter Macfarlane, which was abandoned after 

his death (James 2019). It is possible that the new owner of Ardleish moved his main house to a more 

convenient site on the mainland, on the east side of Loch Lomond, which currently bears the name. This move 

could have occurred any time after 1547.  

 

The place-name ‘Ardliest’ is mentioned in a 1708 Rentall off the Lands off Aroquair (Cross mss.). This document 

mentions four male tenants at ‘Ardliest’ and another at the ‘ferrie house of Ardliest’. The site Ardleish, with its 

slight change in spelling, is depicted by Edgar in 1745 and is the earliest map evidence so far (see Illus. 1). 

Ardleish is located on the east side of the Loch, opposite ‘Ard-lewie’ (Ardlui). William Roy (1747-55) depicts the 

settlement as a group of eight buildings, and it is also shown as ‘Ardlish’ by Ross in 1777. The 1st edition OS map 

from the mid-19th century depicts Ardleish as a group of three roofed structures surrounded by enclosures, with 

a more distant roofed structure on the other side of the stream to the NW.  
 

Ardleish was first visited by the author in the spring of 2016, when it was noted that:  

‘[t]he buildings within the deserted farm of Ardleish (Site 56) include a corrugated iron clad 
cottage which was lived in until relatively recently. It is surrounded by older ruined, stone built, 
farm buildings which were roofed in the mid-19th century. In the field to the NW of the main 
farm, all that can be seen of a roofed structure on the 1st edition OS map are moss covered 
stones forming a roughly square shape (Site 57)’ (James 2016). 

 

There is therefore evidence that the place-name Ardleish has referred to a settlement on the east shore of Loch 

Lomond since at least the 18th century. There is therefore a gap of about 250 years between the possible 

abandonment of the site of Ylen Eunlich, when there is no evidence for the location of a settlement called 

Ardleish. It was hoped that this project would provide some dating evidence that would fill this gap by providing 

evidence for activity on the site prior to the 18th century. It is highly likely that the placename referred to the 

whole farm rather than just to a specific settlement. 

 

http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html
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Illus. 1: Edgar’s map of Inveruglas to Inverarnan and Inverarnan to Doun (1745) 

 

 

4. Summary Aims and Objectives 

 

The aim of the project was:  

• to find dating evidence to determine if the site had been occupied prior to the 18th century.  

 

The objectives were: 

• to undertake a rapid standing-building survey of Ardleish in order to date the buildings and 

identify any potentially pre-18th century structures. 

• to dig a series of test trenches in the vicinity of Ardleish to retrieve evidence for earlier activity. 

 

5. Methodology 

 

The rapid standing-building survey was undertaken by the author and consisted of visual inspection, written 

description and digital photography. No scale drawings were produced and no topographic survey was 

undertaken.  

 

The 14 test trenches were mostly 1m by 1m square and were dug by hand by volunteers, supervised by the 

author. Trenches 6 and 11 were extended to 1m by 2m to assist with their interpretation. The trenches were 

dug down to the first significant archaeological layer or natural subsoil, and were recorded using written 

records, proforma sheets and photography. No scale drawings were produced.  

 

Two bulk soil samples were taken of stratified layers that had the potential to contain charcoal, which could 

relate to early activity. These were floated and sieved to retrieve artefacts and ecofacts. 

   

  



Calluna Archaeology | Project: CA013 | Report: 19 |6/12/2021 

7 

6. Results 
 

6.1 Rapid standing-building survey (see Illus. 2) 

6.1.1 Structure A 

Structure A was a well-built, rectangular building, the ground floor of which was built of locally sourced stone. It 

had a sloping corrugated iron roof that had largely fallen in. The roof had been raised on the NW-facing side 

with an additional section of walling containing a significant number of pieces of quarried red sandstone. The 

slope of the original gable was seen in the SE- and NW-facing walls. Structure A was divided into three unequal-

sized rooms, each with its own entrance in the NW-facing wall. The doorway into the northern room had been 

raised and widened to accommodate a modern sliding double door. There was a high window in the NE wall 

and a window and low opening in the SE wall, all of which had been blocked. No fireplaces were visible. This 

building consisted of at least two phases: the first with a conventional gabled roof and a low opening on one 

long side, suggesting that it was partly used as a winnowing barn, and a second phase during which it was 

remodelled with new doorways being added and other openings blocked.  

 

 
 

Illus. 2: Sketch plan of Ardleish based on an aerial photograph (scale approximate) 
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Illus. 3: Structure A from the west Illus. 4: Structure A, blocked window and low 

opening 

 

6.1.2 Structure B  

Structure B was an unroofed enclosure built of drystone walls about 1.5m high (see Illus. 2, 5 & 6). The corners 

were all rounded, which is typical of a sheep pen. There were no visible internal features, apart from a dividing 

wall, and no evidence for re-building was seen. The entrance to B1 was via a gap in the wall, which had 

protruding iron pins that would have supported a gate. The entrance to B2 had part of a timber frame for a 

wooden gate. Structure B was aligned parallel to Structure A.  

 

  

Illus. 5: Structure B1 from the west Illus. 6: Entrance to Structure B2 

 

6.1.3 Structure C 

Structure C also lay parallel to Structures A & B. It was of a similar build to Structure B, with drystone walls up to 

1.5m high and rounded corners (see Illus. 7 & 8). The surface of the area between Structures B and C was 

concreted. Some brick had been used in the top course of the wall. This structure had also been used as a pen 

for livestock. 
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Illus. 7: Structure C with gated entrance Illus. 8: Drystone construction of Structure C 

 

6.1.4 Structure D 

Structure D consisted of three walls that defined a level terrace on otherwise sloping ground immediately to the 

SW of Structure E (see Illus. 2 & 9). The SW wall was 1.5m high but the side walls were lower. The SW wall had 

partially collapsed where tree roots had burst through. This enclosed terrace was probably once a domestic 

garden at the front of the main house (see Structure E below).  

 

 

 

Illus. 9: Structure D enclosing a terrace 

 

6.1.5 Structure E1 

Structure E1 was a rectangular, two-story building made of locally quarried stone, the interior of which was 

heavily overgrown. The corners of Structure E1 were made of massive flat stones, and the walls were lime-

mortared with external harling (see Illus. 10 & 11). The two high gables were relatively intact but the two longer 

walls had suffered more extensive collapse. It was possible to discern two ground-floor fireplaces in the end 

gables. The remains of a central doorway and two windows on either side of it were visible in the SW wall, 

facing the loch. There may have been a central window in the NE wall. A timber saw workshop had been set up 

on the terrace in front of Structure E, which had a corrugated iron roof. Structure E was thought to be the 

original main house.  
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Illus. 10: SE gable of Structure E1 Illus. 11: Fireplace within Structure E1 

 

6.1.6 Structure E2 

A square, two-story structure, also built of locally quarried stone, had been built against the NE wall of 

Structure E1 (see Illus. 12 & 13). There was a fireplace in the NE wall and an entrance in the SE wall, adjacent to 

Structure E1. There was no internal connecting doorway between Structures E1 and E2 on the ground floor, 

although they could have been connected at the upper-floor level. The NE wall had suffered some collapse 

between 2019 and 2021 and was in a dangerous condition. There was an iron water pipe exiting Structure E2 

through the NW wall, suggesting that water had been piped into the building. Structure E2 could have been an 

external kitchen added to the back of the main house in a later phase.  

 

 

  

Illus. 12: Structure E2 from the east in 2021 Illus. 13: Structure E2 internal collapse 

in 2021 

 

6.1.7 Structure F 

Structure F consisted of three rooms, F1, F2 and F3, which formed an L-shaped building consisting of a ground 

floor and an upper roof space (see Illus. 14, 15, 16 & 17). Structures F1 and F3 were part of the same build, 

aligned NW to SE, and Structure F2 was aligned NE to SW. They were all constructed of locally quarried stone 

with faced red sandstone quoins.  

 

Structure F1 had two windows on its NE side and a doorway on the SW side. There was another doorway on its 
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SE side with a substantial red sandstone lintel and sloping buttresses on either side. There was another opening 

above this doorway that accessed the roof space. The roof had collapsed, but had been made of timber and 

slates.  

 

 

  

Illus. 14: Structure F1 from the SE Illus. 15: Structure F1 from the NE 

 

Structure F2 had several slit openings in all its walls, which was typical of a barn. There was a wide doorway in 

the SE wall and another in the NW wall, both with substantial red sandstone lintels.  

Structure F3 had two doorways in its NW wall, neither central in the gable end, and a window in the NE wall. 

There was a separate small outhouse built onto the NW wall, which may have been an outside toilet.  

There was a clear crack at the junction of Structures F1 and F2 in the SE wall. It is probable that Structure F2 

originally stood alone, at right angles to Structure E1, and was used as a barn, and that Structures F1 and F3 

were added later. 

 

 

  

Illus. 16: Structure F2 from the SW Illus. 17: Structure F2 from the south 
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Illus. 18: Structure F3 Illus. 19: Structure F3 from the north 

 

6.1.8 Structure G  

Structure G was a ‘bothy’-type building constructed of timber and corrugated iron. It was the most recent 

building on the site and was probably built in the 20th century. This abandoned bothy stood at the top of the 

site, overlooking the ruins of Ardleish. There was a large mortar stone lying outside Structure G, which was 

probably used for grinding cereal and/or bait in the 19th/20th century.  

 

  

Illus. 20: Structure G Illus. 21: Mortar outside Structure G 
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6.2 Test trenches (see Illus. 22 & 23). 

Fourteen test trenches were excavated during this project to investigate the presence of pre-modern features. 

Seven trenches were in the vicinity of the Ardleish buildings and seven were in the field to the NW, where a 

long structure was depicted on the 1st edition OS map. 

 

 
Illus. 22: Location of test trenches at Ardleish. Grey structure is in approximate location of building 

shown on 1st edition OS map 
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Illus. 23: Test trenches in the vicinity of Ardleish 

 

 

6.2.1 Trench 1  

Trench 1 was located in the external angle between Structures E1 and E2 (see Illus. 24). Immediately beneath 

the topsoil (001), there was a well-built cobbled surface (002) constructed of fairly uniform rounded cobbles. 

These were not lifted because they formed a significant feature of the site. The cobbles sloped towards a drain 

created by the pattern of the cobbles.  

 

  

Illus. 24: Trench 1 revealed a cobbled surface and 

drain 

Illus. 25: Trench 2, rooty garden soil 
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6.2.2 Trench 2  

Trench 2 was located on the terrace created by Structure D (see Illus. 25). The topsoil (003) was 0.10m deep and 

was crossed by large roots. It contained roof slate, pottery, glass and metal (see Table 2). Beneath this was a 

mid-brown loam/humus (004), which contained numerous very small pottery sherds and some glass. Layer 

(004) was 0.30m deep and overlay weathered bedrock. The remains of a timber saw workshop in front of 

Structure E can be seen in the background in Illus. 25. Trench 2 revealed a deep garden soil that had built up 

over weathered bedrock. The deposits making up the terrace were not as deep as expected, indicating that the 

slope away from Structure E was not uniform but, like the surrounding ground, was undulating with 

outcropping bedrock. No significant archaeological deposits were found here, although the small size and large 

number pottery sherds of 19th/20th century date indicated that this was a cultivated deposit that had been 

improved with the addition of domestic midden material, consistent with a domestic garden.  

 

6.2.3 Trench 3 

Trench 3 was located near Structure E, on the terrace formed by Structure D (see Illus. 26). The topsoil (005) 

was 0.10m deep and contained roof slate, glass, animal bone and plastic. Layer (005) overlay grey brown 

gravelly loam (006) that was 0.3m deep and contained no finds. This in turn overlay a layer of compact angular 

stones (009) that infilled bedrock. The terrace garden here consisted of a garden soil that overlay large angular 

stones that infilled undulating bedrock.   

 

  

Illus. 26: Trench 3, large angular stones at its base  Illus. 27: Trench 4  

 

6.2.4 Trench 4  

Trench 4 was located to the north of Structure E2 (see Illus. 27). The topsoil (007) was 0.10m deep and 

contained brick, coal, glass, 19th/20th century pottery and industrial debris. Below this was a layer of black 

cinder and ash (008) that was 0.10m deep and contained no finds. Layer (008) sealed a layer of small compact 

stones (010), which contained a single sherd of possible stoneware of 18th or 19th century date. Beneath the 

stones (010) was orange-brown sandy silt (011) that was interpreted as natural subsoil. The maximum depth of 

the trench was 0.40m. This trench revealed a deposit of 19th or 20th century domestic hearth waste and midden 

material that overlay a horizon that could not be earlier than the 18th century.  
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6.2.5 Trench 5 

Trench 5 was located over the collapsed NE wall of Structure E1 (see Illus.28). It involved the removal of 

vegetation and debris to see if there was a doorway between Structure E1 and the kitchen E2. This trench 

revealed a concrete threshold (023) for Structure E2 and indicated that there was no connecting doorway into 

Structure E1. There may have been a splayed window at this location, suggested by the presence of a diagonal 

stone in the wall of Structure E1. Some intact roof slates and broken pieces of 20th century terrazzo flooring 

were also retrieved from the debris (see Illus.29).  

 

  
Illus. 28: Trench 5  Illus. 29: Trench 5, roof slates and broken terrazzo flooring  

 

6.2.6 Trench 6 

Trench 6 was located in the field to the NW of Ardleish, over a raised hillock on the elevated square structure 

that had been identified during the earlier survey (James 2016, site 57). The turf and topsoil (019) were up to 

0.3m deep and contained roof slate fragments, a clay pipe bowl fragment, one sherd of pottery, glass, animal 

bone, metal, quartz and blue plastic fragments. Removal of this layer revealed vacuous stones (028) that were 

excavated to a depth of 0.3m, and were seen to continue down (see Illus. 30 & 31). The base of the stones (028) 

was therefore not reached. The finds from the stones (028) included roof slate fragments, glass, metal and 

seven possibly prehistoric pottery sherds, which had probably trickled down from the layer above.  

 

The raised terrace of stones (also seen in Trenches 8 & 10) was not thought to be a natural deposit but could 

have acted as a platform, possibly used for drying grass. The alignment of the platform did not match with that 

of the roofed structure shown on the 1st edition OS map, which has not been identified. However, the raised 

hillocks on the edge of the platform may have been the remnants of a turf wall, which might relate to this 

structure.  
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Illus. 30: Trench 6 with Trenches 8 & 10 in background Illus. 31: Trench 6, stone terrace revealed (028) 

 

6.2.7 Trench 7 

Trench 7 was located over a line of outcropping stones to the north of Trench 6 to see if this was the remains of 

another turf building (see Illus. 32 & 33). This trench measured 2m by 1m. The turf and topsoil (018) were up to 

0.30m deep, beneath which were vacuous angular stones similar to those seen in Trench 6. The stones were not 

investigated further, but could be seen falling steeply away from the edge where the surviving turf tussock 

suggested there had been a turf wall. The finds from the topsoil included a horseshoe, fragments of a metal 

chain and a quartz fragment. 

   

  

Illus. 32: Trench 7 from the north Illus. 33: Trench 7, horseshoe 

   

6.2.8 Trench 8 

Trench 8 was located just west of Trench 6 in order to investigate the western edge of the terrace (see Illus. 34). 

The turf and topsoil (021) were 0.10m deep, and beneath this were vacuous stones (024). It was noted that the 

stones in the south of the trench were small and more rounded than those in the north, suggesting that some 

sorting of the stones had taken place. The stones were not investigated further and there were no finds 

recorded. 
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Illus. 34: Trench 8 Illus. 35: Trench 9 with Structure E1 in 

the background 

 

 

6.2.9 Trench 9 

Trench 9 was located to the NW of Structure E1, beneath a large overhanging rock (see Illus. 35). The topsoil 

was dark brown clay loam, which was 0.20m deep (012) and contained five clay pipe fragments, a horseshoe, 

and numerous sherds of 19th /20th century pottery, as well as glass, animal bone, roof slate, brick and metal (see 

Illus. 36, 37 & 38). Beneath layer (012) was a layer of black ash (013), which was about 0.10 deep. This 

contained pottery and glass, similar to that in layer (012), as well as cinder and coal. At a depth of about 0.4m, 

the bedrock formed a significant step and continued down as a layer of orange brown clay with stones (014), 

which was thought to be natural, although some coal and cinder were retrieved from the surface of this layer.   

    

   

Illus. 36: Trench 9, pottery Illus. 37: Trench 9, black-glazed 

pottery 

Illus 38: Trench 9, clay pipe 

fragments 

 

6.2.10 Trench 10 

Trench 10 was located to the north of Trenches 6 and 8 on the northern edge of a possible structure (see Illus. 

39). The turf and topsoil (022) were 0.10m deep and came down directly onto rounded water-worn stones 

(025), the surface of which sloped away to the north. The depth of the stones was not ascertained, but they 

were at least 0.3m deep. The turf and topsoil (022) contained only a few quartz fragments, and there were no 

finds from the stones (025).   
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Illus. 39: Trench 10  Illus. 40: Trench 11 

 

6.2.11 Trench 11 

Trench 11 was located to the SE of Trench 7 where hummocky grass suggested the presence of a structure (see 

Illus. 40). The turf and topsoil (015) were 0.10m deep and lay over angular and rounded stones that sloped 

steeply away to the west, towards the loch. Layer (015) contained a fragment of roof slate, glass, a clay pigeon 

fragment, metal and quartz fragments. The depth of the stones was not investigated.  

 

6.2.12 Trench 12 

Trench 12 was located to the east of Trenches 7 and 11 away from any visible rocky outcrops or hummocky 

grass (see Illus. 41). This trench was dug to investigate the sub-surface deposits away from possible structures. 

The turf and topsoil (016) were 0.10m deep, and beneath this was fairly uniform mid-brown clay loam (026). 

This lower layer was investigated to a depth of 0.25m, but no vacuous stones were seen. The finds from the 

topsoil (016) included slate, pottery, and quartz fragments. No finds were seen in the clay loam (026), which 

was interpreted as natural subsoil. 

 

  

Illus. 41: Trench 12  Illus. 42: Trench 13 

 

6.1.13 Trench 13 

Trench 13 was located to the SE of Trenches 6, 8 and 10, away from the possible structure (see Illus. 42). The 

turf and topsoil (017) were 0.10m deep and lay over a 0.10m thick layer of angular stones of varying sizes (027). 
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These stones lay over a hard surface of gravel and stones, which was thought to be natural. The topsoil (017) 

contained small amounts of clay pigeon fragments, roof slate, pottery, an iron rod and plastic. The stones (027) 

contained no finds.  

 

  

Illus. 43: Trench 14 (left) and Trench 9 (right) Illus 44: Trench 14, pottery  

 

6.2.14 Trench 14 

Trench 14 was located just north of Trench 9 beneath an outcrop of bedrock (see Illus. 43). The top layer was 

dark brown clay loam with ash and cinder (020), which contained three fragments of clay pipe, a plastic doll’s 

leg, a bone button, slate, pottery, glass, animal bone and metal (see Illus. 44). Light brown silt was seen at a 

depth of 0.8m and this was interpreted as natural.    

 

 

7. Discussion  

 

Disappointingly, we found no evidence of activity around the deserted settlement of Ardleish prior to the 

18th/19th century. The main house (Structure E1), along with a barn (F2), were possibly the earliest structures on 

the site, providing an impressive view of the house from the loch. Additional structures were added at a later 

stage, possibly to accommodate a greater number of grazing animals. The last structure to be occupied in the 

north of the site was probably occupied by a shepherd in the 20th century.   

 

The remains in the field to the NW of Ardleish consisted of a raised terrace, possibly aligned NW-SE, which 

might have been created from glacially deposited stones. This field was too stony for ploughing and cultivation 

and was probably used for improved pasture, with the terrace used for drying cut grass.  

 

Several sherds of crude, undecorated hand-made pottery were found in Trench 6, which might be prehistoric in 

date. Several quartz fragments were also found across the site, some of which might be worked. These two 

types of finds could indicate the presence of prehistoric activity in the vicinity. However, there was no evidence 

for any activity in the medieval or post-medieval period prior to the 18th/19th centuries. It is therefore unlikely 

that this site was the immediate successor to the site at Ylen Eunlich, which was abandoned in the 16th century.   
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8. Recommendations 

 

Further work could be undertaken on the historic documents to trace the ownership of Ardleish, which might 

shed some light on its earlier history. There are other oval-shaped structures in the vicinity, such as two 

structures on the shore north of Ardleish, opposite Ylen Eunlich, that were initially interpreted as 19th century 

shielings, but which could possibly have an earlier origin and could be further investigated (see James 2016).  
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11. Appendix: Tables / Concordances 

 

Table 1: Context information 

Context 
no. 

Trench  Type Compaction Colour Texture Depth (m) Description/interpretation Stratigraphy and/or phasing 
info 

001 1 Layer Loose Dark brown Clay loam 0.07 Topsoil Over 002 

002 1 Structure Compact   - Cobbled surface Under 001 

003 2 Layer Loose Dark brown Clay loam 0.10 Topsoil Over 004 

004 2 Layer Compact Mid brown Loamy humus 0.30 Garden soil Under 003, over natural 

005 3 Layer Loose Dark brown Humus 0.10 Topsoil Over 006 

006 3 Layer Compact Grey Brown  Gravelly loam 0.30 Garden soil Under 005 

007 4 Layer Loose Dark brown Clay loam 0.10 Topsoil Over 008 

008 4 Layer Loose  Black  Cinder & coal frags 0.10 Domestic debris from hearth Under 007. Over 010 

009 3 Layer Compact   - Angular stones, natural Under 006 

010 4 Layer Compact   0.10 Stones Under 008 

011 4 Layer Compact Orange brown  Sandy silt 0.10 Natural Under 008 

012 9 Layer Loose Dark brown Clay loam 0.20 Topsoil Over 013 & 014 

013 9 Layer Loose Black  Ash & coal 0.10 Domestic debris from hearth Over 014, Under 012 

014 9 Layer Compact Orange brown  Clay with stones - Natural Under 013 

015 11 Layer Loose Dark brown Clay loam & turf 0.10 Topsoil Possible clay wall 

016 12 Layer Loose Dark brown Clay loam 0.10 Topsoil Over natural 

017 13 Layer Loose Dark brown Clay loam 0.10 Topsoil Over natural 

018 7 Layer Loose Dark brown Turf 0.30 Topsoil - 

019 6 Layer Loose Dark brown Turf 0.10 Topsoil Over 028 
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020 14 Layer Loose Dark brown Clay loam with ash 
& cinders 

0.80 Domestic debris & midden - 

021 8 Layer Loose Dark brown Turf 0.10 Topsoil Over stones 

022 10 Layer Loose Dark brown Turf 0.10 Topsoil Over stones 

023 5 Structure     Doorway of ‘kitchen’ Under vegetation 

024 8 Layer Compact   0.30 Vacuous stones Under 021 

025 10 Layer Compact    Vacuous, rounded water-worn  stones Under 022 

026 12 Layer Compact Mid-brown  Clay loam 0.25 Natural Under 016 

027 13 Layer Compact   0.10 Stones Under 017, over natural 

028 6 Layer Compact   0.30 Vacuous stones Under 019 
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Table 2: Finds 
 

Context 
no. 

Trench Roof slate Brick Pottery Glass Animal 
bone 

Metal Clay pipe Drain Quartz Comments 

001 1 1   1  1  3  1 Piece plastic 

002 1          Cobbled surface 

003 2 1  5 4  6     

004 2   52 4       

005 3 2   1 1     1 Piece plastic 

006 3           

007 4  2 6 6  8  4 2 9 Pieces coal & industrial debris 

008 4           

009 3          Natural subsoil 

010 4   1        

011 4          Natural subsoil 

012 9 3 1 72 30 8 4 5  2 1 Shotgun cartridge, 10 industrial waste, 4 coal, 1 horseshoe. 

013 9   8 11     2 Coal & cinder  

014 9         2 Coal & cinder 

015 11 2   2  2   25 8 Coal, 1 clay pigeon fragment, 1 lump tar 

016 12 1  2      66 6 Coal, I comb tooth 

017 13 1  1   1   9 2 Clay pigeon frags. 1 plastic, 1 coal,  3 industrial debris  

018 7         1  1 Horseshoe, chain & 3 frags, 1 quartz frag ?worked 

019 6 6  1 2 1 5 1  5 Blue plastic frags.  

020 14 1  48 12 21 10 3 1  1 Ceramic bottle top, plastic dolls leg, 1 bone button 

021 8           

022 10         4  

023 5 1         1 Terazzo 

024 8           

025 10           

026 12          Natural subsoil 

027 13           

028 6 3   2  1    7 Possible prehistoric pot sherds 
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Table 3: Samples 
 
Sample 
no. 

Context 
no. 

Trench  No./size 
bag/bucket 

Reason for sampling Application/comments 

Pot Lithic Bone Botanicals 

001 011 4 Small    X Small amount of charcoal 
found, but also green bottle 
glass and black-glazed pottery. 
No cereal or seeds. Therefore 
19th/20th century and no 
further work suggested  

002 020 14 Small    X Small amount of charcoal. No 
cereal or seeds. No further 
work suggested 

 
 
Table 4: Digital photographs 
 
Photo no. Context no. Description From 

(compass) 

2019  Taken in 2019  

CA013-001  Structure A, raised front visible NW 

CA013-002  Structure A N 

CA013-003  Structure A E 

CA013-004  Structure A SE 

CA013-005  Structure A NE 

CA013-006  Structure A, detail NE 

CA013-007  Structure A, interior NE 

CA013-008  Structure A W 

CA013-009  Structure B SW 

CA013-010  Structure B W 

CA013-011  Structure B SW 

CA013-012  Structure B N 

CA013-013  Structure B E 

CA013-014  Structure B SE 

CA013-015  Structure C E 

CA013-016  Structure C SE 

CA013-017  Structure C S 

CA013-018  Structure C, interior SW 

CA013-019  Structure C, wall detail SW 

CA013-020  Structure D NW 

CA013-021  Structure D SE 

CA013-022  Structure D SW 

CA013-023  Structure E2 fireplace SW 

CA013-024  Structure E2, exterior N 

CA013-025  Structure E1 fireplace 1 W 

CA013-026  Structure E1 fireplace 2 SW 

CA013-027  Structure E1 SE 

CA013-028  Structure F1 SE 

CA013-029  Structure F1 NE 

CA013-030  Structure F3 NE 

CA013-031  Structure F3 N 

CA013-032  Structure F3 N 

CA013-033  Structure F2 S 

CA013-034  Structure F2, corner detail S 
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Photo no. Context no. Description From 
(compass) 

CA013-035  Structure F2, slot window SW 

CA013-036  Structure F2 SW 

CA013-037  Structure F2 SW 

CA013-038  Structure F2 NW 

CA013-039  Structure F2, door lintel detail NW 

CA013-040  Structure F3 W 

CA013-041  Structure F3 NW 

CA013-042  Structure G SW 

CA013-043  Mortar outside Structure G  

CA013-044  Structure G SE 

CA013-045  Structure G NW 

CA013-046  Structure G, interior  

CA013-047  Whole-site panorama from the N to S  

CA013-048  Whole-site panorama from the N to S  

CA013-049  Whole-site panorama from the N to S  

CA013-050  Whole-site panorama from the N to S  

CA013-051  Whole-site panorama from the N to S  

CA013-052  Whole-site panorama from the N to S  

    

2021  Taken in 2021  

CA013-053  Panorama of top of loch NE 

CA013-054  Whole site  E 

CA013-055  Structure F1 SE 

CA013-056  Structure F1 E 

CA013-057  Structure F1 NE 

CA013-058  Structure E2, showing collapse E 

CA013-059  Structure E2, showing collapse E 

CA013-060  Structure E1 SE 

CA013-061  Structure E1, detail of quoins E 

CA013-062  Structure E2, collapse inside SW 

CA013-063  Structure E2, collapse inside SW 

CA013-064  Structure E1, internal fireplace & gable SE 

CA013-065  Structure F1 SW 

CA013-066  Junction F1 & F2 SE 

CA013-067  Structure F1 internal S 

CA013-068  Structure E2 N 

CA013-070  Structure  A E 

CA013-071  Structure A, low opening and window SE 

CA013-072  Structure A NW 

CA013-073  Vicinity of Site 57  S 

CA013-074  Vicinity of Site 57 N 

CA013-075  Structure G window SW 

CA013-076  Mortar by window   

CA013-077  View to Ardlui E 

CA013-078  Trench 2 deturfing NE 

CA013-079  Trench 2 deturfing SW 

CA013-080  Trench 3 deturfing SW 

CA013-081 001 & 002 Trench 1 onto cobbles  SE 

CA013-082  Trench 5 whole roof slates  

CA013-083  Trench 5 whole roof slates  

CA013-084  Trench 5 fragmented terrazzo  

CA013-085 001 & 002 Trench 1 onto cobbles  SE 
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Photo no. Context no. Description From 
(compass) 

CA013-086 001 & 002 Trench 1 onto cobbles  SE 

CA013-087 005 Trench 3 SW 

CA013-088 006 Trench 3 SW 

CA013-089 003 & 004 Trench 2 SW 

CA013-090 007 & 008 Trench 4 SW 

CA013-091 007 & 008 Trench 4 & Structure E2 N 

CA013-092  Trench 4 & Structure E2 NW 

CA013-093 005, 006 & 009 Trench 3 SW 

CA013-094 005, 006 & 009 Trench 3 NW 

CA013-095  Wood saw remains  

CA013-096 005, 006 & 009 Trench 3 SW 

CA013-097 005, 006 & 009 Trench 3 SW 

CA013-098 007, 008, 010 Trench 4 SW 

CA013-099  Remains of structure on terrace N 

CA013-100  Wood saw remains  

CA013-101 023 Trench 5 SE 

CA013-102 023 Trench 5 SE 

CA013-103  Roof slates & terrazzo fragments  

CA013-104  Collapse of terrace face SW 

CA013-105 018 Trench 7 W 

CA013-106  Vicinity of Trench 6  NW 

CA013-107  Horseshoe from Trench 7  

CA013-108 019, 028 Trench 6  NW 

CA013-109 022, 025 Trench 10 S 

CA013-110 018 Trench 7 S 

CA013-111 012 Trench 9 W 

CA013-112 007, 008, 010 Trench 4 N 

CA013-113 007, 008, 010 Trench 4 N 

CA013-114 009 Trench 3 NW 

CA013-115 019, 028 Trench 6  W 

CA013-116 019, 028 Trench 6  W 

CA013-117 019, 028 Trench 6  S 

CA013-118  Trenches 6, 8& 10 SW 

CA013-119 022, 025 Trench 10 N 

CA013-120 018 Trench 7 with horseshoe  

CA013-121 015, 018 Trenches 7 & 11 N 

CA013-122 021, 024 Trench 8  W 

CA013-123 022, 025 Trench 10  

CA013-124  Trench 7 finds  

CA013-125 018 Trench 7 with finds, before extension E 

CA013-126 018 Trench 7 with finds, before extension E 

CA013-127 021, 024 Trench 8  N 

CA013-128 022, 025 Trench 10  

CA013-129 015 Trench 11 N 

CA013-130  Trenches 6, 8 & 10 vicinity  

CA013-131  Trenches 7 & 11 vicinity S 

CA013-132 009 Trench 3 NW 

CA013-133 009 Trench 3 SW 

CA013-134  Teapot spout from Trench 9  

CA013-135  Clay pipe fragments  

CA013-136 016 Trench 12 W 

CA013-137 013 Trench 9  SW 
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Photo no. Context no. Description From 
(compass) 

CA013-138 010, 011 Trench 4 SW 

CA013-139 010, 011 Trench 4 NW 

CA013-140 010, 011 Trench 4 NW 

CA013-141 023 Trench 5 NE 

CA013-142  Harrow  

CA013-143  Harrow detail (Wood)  

CA013-144  Harrow  

CA013-145  The team (D McInnes)  

CA013-146 018 Trench 7 W 

CA013-147 018 Trench 7 N 

CA013-148 018 Trench 7 N 

CA013-149 015 Trench 11 N 

CA013-150  Trenches 7 & 11 N 

CA013-151  Raised terrace with Trenches 6, 8 & 10 N 

CA013-152 016 Trench 12 W 

CA013-153 016 Trench 12 NE 

CA013-154 019, 028 Trench 6 W 

CA013-155 019, 028 Trench 6 W 

CA013-156 021, 024 Trench 8 W 

CA013-157 021, 024 Trench 8 S 

CA013-158 017, 027 Trench 13 N 

CA013-159 017, 027 Trench 13 N 

CA013-160 012, 013, 014 Trench 9 W 

CA013-161 012, 013, 014 Trench 9 W 

CA013-162 003, 004  Trench 2 SW 

CA013-163 003, 004  Trench 2 SW 

CA013-164  Trenches 9 & 14 N 

CA013-165 012, 013, 014 Trench 9 N 

CA013-166 012, 013, 014 Trench 9, detail of stone in base N 

CA013-167 012, 013, 014 Trench 9, detail of section E 

CA013-168 001, 002 Trench 1 SW 

CA013-169 001, 002 Trench 1, detail of drain SW 

CA013-170 023 Trench 5 NE 

CA013-171 023 Trench 5 SE 

CA013-172  Structure E2 internal collapse  

CA013-173 023 Trench 5 SE 

CA013-174 007, 008, 010, 011 Trench 4 NW 

CA013-175 007, 008, 010, 011 Trench 4, detail NW 

CA013-176 007, 008, 010, 011 Trench 4 SW 

CA013-177 007, 008, 010, 011 Trench 4, section  SW 

CA013-178 017, 027 Trench 13 W 

CA013-179 017, 027 Trench 13 W 

CA013-180 019, 028 Trench 6 N 

CA013-181 019, 028 Trench 6 N 

CA013-182 019, 028 Trench 6 W 

CA013-183 019, 028 Trench 6 S 

CA013-184 015 Trench 11 N 

CA013-185 015 Trench 11 N 

CA013-186 018 Trench 7 N 

CA013-187 016 Trench 12 W 

CA013-188 016 Trench 12 W 

CA013-189 016 Trench 12 E 
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Photo no. Context no. Description From 
(compass) 

CA013-190 017, 027 Trench 13 NW 

CA013-191  Trenches 6,8 & 10 on terrace  SE 

CA013-192 017, 027 Trench 13 W 

CA013-193 017, 027 Trench 13 W 

CA013-194 017, 027 Trench 13 W 

CA013-195 017, 027 Trench 13 W 

CA013-196 016 Trench 12 W 

CA013-197 016 Trench 12 N 

CA013-198 016 Trench 12 E 

CA013-199 016 Trench 12 E 

CA013-200 019, 028 Trench 6 W 

CA013-201 019 Trench 6 W 

CA013-202 019 Trench 6 W 

CA013-203 007, 008, 010, 011 Trench 4 NW 

CA013-204 007, 008, 010, 011 Trench 4 SW 

CA013-205 020 Trenches 14 & 9 N 

CA013-206  Backfilling  

CA003-207  Terrace from earlier survey   

 
 
 
 
 


